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Databases in Lithuanian higher schools

e First DB - 1999 - EBSCO.

o At the beginning of 2007 libraries subscribed to over 80
DB.

e Since 2001 Ministry of culture and Ministry of education
and science of the Republic of Lithuania support the
acquisition of DB.

e Ministries cover about 70 % of database price; the rest
is covered by the subscribing library.

e Lithuania is participating in elFL.net project since 1999;
hereof the libraries can save from 90 to 99 percent of
actual database price.
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The use and demand of databases in the

libraries of Lithuanian higher schools
Survey analysis

e Participated 4 institutions. Number of answers
received - 1705. Applicable answers - 93,431%.

Do you use DB
701; 44%
H Yes (892)
892;56% ' ONo (701) If you don't use DBs, indicate reason
3; 0% 3: 0% [l Do not know such information
65; 6% 603
B Find everything on the Internet
116; 12% 303: 31% (233)
’ ¢ 1 think I don't need such
information (151)
OSearching the DBs is too difficult
131
131; 13% as1)
[ Traditional documents are more
valuable to me (116)
O DBs information do not meet my
\ requirements (65
Bl Do not know how to use the
. 0,
151; 15% Internet 3
O Have no acces to the Internet (3)
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Purpose for using DBs

34; 1%
241; 11%

‘ 627; 27%

-~

471;21%

153; 7%&/

367; 16%

383; 17%

B Do not know such
information (241)

B From Library webpage

OFrom friends

O Get information through e-

mail

EFrom lecturers (367)

OFrom Library events

B Other (34)
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What could help to learn more about DBs and increase use of them?

7 0% i191; 4%

949;220/

563; 12%

591; 13% I

533; 12%

v,

256; 6%

604; 13%

835; 18%

O There is enough information
(191)

B To organize presentations
(533)

B To integrate in to the study

process (835)
O To liaise with faculties

authority (256)
H To use flyers (604)
ETo use webpage (591)
B To use periodicals (563)
OTo use e-mail (949)

M Other (7)
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Conclusions

* Number of databases used in Lithuanian academic libraries is
growing better each year. This shows the demand of such type of
iInformation among users. It is important to point out positive
effect in subscribing electronic information resources of non-
commercial associations (LMBA, elFL).

* Research of user opinions and fulfillment of their demands is one
of the most important aims of an academic library. Surveys,
Interviews, expert questioning and so on could accomplish
research of user’s opinion. Proper analysis of user surveys is an
important prerequisite for the increase of electronic resource
usage, selection of resources and spread of information.

* Statistical analysis of database use should be performed
constantly. It is one of the ways for library to verify if a selected
resource is useful, to find user priorities, to discard unused
products and to forecast future subscriptions and to plan financial

resources of a library.
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