
Playlists for teaching and 
research

New technologies for bringing 
streaming media into academia



ñPlaylistò
What does it mean?

In the early daysé 

ÅStarting in the 1950s

ÅReferred to ñtop 40 radioò 

With computers and iPods

ÅA list of music for playback on a media player

All definitions refer to music and later music videos





First introduced academic 

playlists in 2000.  

A librarianôs idea!  (Of course!)



Naxos added playlists about 18 months after Classical.com



Other online publishersée.g., Films Media Group (FMG) for video.







200,000+



The number of playlists in 
Alexander Street collections

200,000+
écreated by users ïwith 

music and video!



The importance of video for teaching history

ÅDid the British election have something in common with 

this American one?

ÅVideo is engaging, exciting, visceral, persuasive.

ÅVideo is the nearest we can get to being there.


