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Trend 1: Format preferences are evolving 

25.5%

52.8%

21.7%

Prefer electronic most

Prefer both electronic and
print equally

Prefer print most

Source: 2012 Elsevier global market research study with responses from 8210 students/researchers. 
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Trend 2: Electronic media is unlocking new 

content types and business models 
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Trend 3: Publishing is more global 



How is Elsevier book strategy adapting to these 

changes? 

8 



Elsevier Books carries on a publishing 

legacy 

 Founding of Elsevier in  
1880 with name from  
House of Elzevir dating  
back to 1580 
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Galileo’s last and 

greatest work 

published in 1638 

by Elzevir 

 



Elsevier Books builds a better tomorrow 

 Publishing over 20,000 print & ebooks across more than  
20 subjects 

• 2014: 43% growth in ebook front list on ScienceDirect year-on-year 

 Books used as foundational content in pure and applied science in 
libraries, classrooms, laboratories, offices and job sites 

5/28/2014 10 



As format preference evolves, Elsevier is 

leading the print to electronic book migration 

 35% of revenue from ebooks in 2011 

 39% of revenue from ebooks in 2012 

 50% of revenue from ebooks in 2013 

5/28/2014 11 
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Deliver comprehensive and targeted commissioned 

content that drives the advancement and application 

of science and technology 

 

Our vision stands 



Key Titles 
& 

Authors/E
ditors 

solicited 

Develop 
book Book 

produced 

Develop 
Publishing 
Strategy 

Commission 
Author / 

Eitor 

 Number of reviewers: Thousands of expert, 
international reviewers for each and every book 
proposal, chapter, and book manuscript submitted 
several times. 
 

 Corrections/Revisions: Millions of corrections by 
copy editors each yr.  
 

 Rejection rate: Spontaneous proposal submissions 
undergo very close scrutiny, and rejection rates are 
80-95%. 
 

 Our book proposals come from targeted, strategic 
acquisition, with our acquisitions editors specifically 
deciding on important books to publish, by the best 
authors 

Peer Review: Above 
and Beyond 

A Rigorous Publishing strategy  

Publishing 
Strategy 

Developed 

Key Titles & 
Authors/Editor

s Solicited 

Proposal 
Reviewed & 
Approved 

Product 
Development 

Project 
Produced 

Post-
Publication 



Our authors are recognized with  

highest honors 
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Alvin Roth 
2012 Nobel Laureate in  

Economic Sciences 

Handbook of Game Theory  

with Economic Applications  

Robert Lefkowitz  
2012 Nobel Laureate  

in Chemistry 

Hormones and Signaling – 

The Protein Kinase FactsBook 

Sir John B. Gurdon  
2012 Nobel Laureate in  

Physiology or Medicine 

Principles of Cloning 

Encyclopedia of Genetics 

Methods in Cell Biology 

Methods in Enzymology 

© Nobel Foundation 2012    •     Photos: Ulla Montan 

Nearly  

200 Nobel 

Laureates 

including: 



Building content to support researchers 
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Abstracts 

Tools 

Textbooks 

Monographs 

Handbooks 
Foundational 

Reviews & Series 

Journal articles 

Conferences & papers 

Blogs & tweets 

Research data Neuroscience 

 Biomed Research 

Food Science 

S&
T 

B
o

o
ks

 

Researcher 
uses reference 
content to 
complement 
primary 
research 

Foundational content as a 
route to primary research in 
new subjects--interdisciplinary 

Materials 

Chemistry 

Verticals supported by: 

• Targeted, internally aligned content 
acquisition and development 

• Subject-specific taxonomies 

• Complete metadata, including 
commercial and semantic tagging  

• Contextual linking across content 
types 

• Research data and curated data 
sets 

• Flexible and adaptive content 
delivery and backend systems 

Etc 



Growing content 

in key strategic 

areas 
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Subjects where Elsevier  
has a strong position 

Food  
Supply 

Energy Biomedical 
Research 

Neuroscience Chemistry Earth &  
Environment 

Chemical  
Engineering 

Fundamental  
Life Science 

Materials 
Engineering 

Driving: 
 Staff recruitment. 
 Acquisitions & 

divestment 

Energy Biomedical 
Research 

Neuroscience Fundamental  
Life Science 

Earth & 
Environmental  

Science 

Food  
Supply 

Chemistry Materials  
Engineering 

Chemical  
Engineering 



Latest acquisition: Woodhead Publishing 

 Established in 1989 and led by Martin Woodward. 

 

 An award-winning  UK-based publisher known for its 

high-quality content in the fields of materials science, 

food science, engineering, energy & environmental 

technology, textile technology and biomedicine. 

  

 Includes Chandos Publishing, known for its strong 

publishing program in library information science and 

Asian studies 
  
 
 



Our innovations address the needs of our 

customers 

18 

Enhanced eBooks 

 

The Legacy Collection  Reference Modules  

on ScienceDirect  

 

E-First Publishing 



E-First Publishing: Making it easy for libraries to build 
approval plans around e-books 

19 

 91% of our titles are available before their print publication. For the 

9% books published in print first, the delay is on average only 2 

weeks. 

 
 Article/Chapter In Press. Coming soon! 

  

Source: Gabrielle Wiersma, What's the delay? Managing e and p 
publication dates, Library Collections, Acquisitions, and Technical 
Services, Volume 37, Issues 1–2, 2013, Pages 13-18, ISSN 1464-9055, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lcats.2013.03.001  

Print before eBook 

 Avg. # days 

between 

editions 

ABC-CLIO 7 

Addison-Wesley 245 

Berghahn Books 5 

Brill 290 

CRC Press 2 

Edward Elgar 72 

Elsevier 1 

Humana Press 142 

IGI Global 1 

McFarland 40 

Springer 96 

Wiley 24 

World Scientific 13 

 “It is still a challenge to streamline selection and 
acquisition since eBooks and print books are 
rarely released simultaneously. Print is often 
available before an eBook equivalent and eBook 
availability is unpredictable. As a result, libraries 
face the difficult choice of waiting for an eBook or 
purchasing a title in multiple formats”  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lcats.2013.03.001


Enhanced eBooks – ePub etc… 

20 



The Legacy Collection: A proud heritage 

brought back online!  
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Subject Titles 

Agricultural, Biological, and Food Sciences      1,577  

Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology         754  

Chemical Engineering         226  

Chemistry      1,378  

Earth and Planetary Sciences         300  

Energy         171  

Engineering      1,221  

Environmental Science         243  

Materials Science         578  

Biomedical Science & Medicine ('12)         540  

Neuroscience         162  

Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharm. Sc.         208  

Physics and Astronomy      1,185  

Psychology         333  

Social Sciences         569  

       9,445  

Source: ScienceDirect eBook usage data 2012 

 Including selected World Heritage collection titles 

  



Elsevier Reference Modules on ScienceDirect 

 

Contains: 
 22 Single Title 

Reference Works 
  250 New Articles 

from  one 2013 
Elsevier reference 
work 

 50,000 images 
 5000 contributors 

Contains: 
 17 Single Title 
Reference Works 
 900 New Articles 
from  four 2013 
Elsevier reference 
works 
 9,000 images 
4000 contributors 



Investment in gateway indexing is driving e-book 

discoverability 

Referring gateways to ScienceDirect E-books Referral growth 
2011-2013*to Full Text Chapter Q2 2013 vs Q2 

2011  (data: Elsevier web analytics) 
 

Search engines: 
Scopus, Web of Science, PubMed 

 

52% 
 

Google & Google Scholar 98% 

Other search engines: 
Yahoo, Bing;  
Baidu (China);  
Yandex (Russia); Naver (South Korea)  

170% 

Universal Discovery Solutions: 
Ebsco, Summon; Primo; OCLC Worldcat 829% 

Local and discipline specific partnerships: 
Harvard ADS (Astrophysics, US), Inspire HEP (High Energy Physics, EU); 
Saudi digital library (Saudi Arabia); CNKI (China); Credo Reference (US) 

Too recent  
to measure 



Elsevier Supporting CEE Authors - 

Increasing Visibility of CEE Science  
 
 Initiative to engage CEE Scientific and Academic 

Communities to publish new Books 

 Elsevier is looking for new publications from CEE 
authors in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Medicine Disciplines  

 Why Elsevier: 

• Global distribution 

• Innovative Delivery Tools 

• Globally recognized as a Publisher for Quality 

• Editorial Commitment 

24 



OWNERSHIP OF CONTENTS 

UNLIMITED SIMULTANEOUS 
ACCESS 

NO DRM RESTRICTIONS 

FLEXIBLE MODELS TO MAKE 
THE RIGHT CHOICE 

ELSEVIER E-BOOKS 

MARC records 



Overview Elsevier eBooks 

eBooks/monographs MRW Textbook Book/Handbook Series 

132 MRW 66 Series 153 Titles > 20.000 Titles 

http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/bookdescription.cws_home/673248/description


Flexible pricing models 

Pick & 
Choose. 
Perpetual 
model. 
 

Subject 
Collections. 
Perpetual 
model (incl. 
discount). 
 

Evidence 
Based 
selection 
(usage 
driven)  
Perpetual and 
Access model 
combined. 

Freedom 
Collection 
Perpetual and 
Access model 
combined. 
 

eBook/Monograph     
 

Book/Handbook 
series 

  

eTextbook   

Major Reference 
Work 
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