
  

New developments at 
Nature Publishing Group

Hugh Blackbourn
Publisher, Nature Reviews

h.blackbourn@nature.com



  

Overview

 The Nature of scientific publishing
 The potential of Web 2.0
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 …and beyond
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Nature’s traditional role

Publisher of journals of record – respected for the 
ability to:

 Filter, select and highlight the most exciting and 
important research advances

 Synthesise and clarify complex issues for a 
broad readership

 Provide news, comment, editorials, naturejobs 
etc… 



  

Nature’s Research family

Nature Genetics (1991)
Nature Structural Biology (1994)
Nature Medicine (1995)
Nature Biotechnology (1996)
Nature Neuroscience (1998)
Nature Cell Biology (1999)
Nature Immunology (2000)

http://www.nature.com/nbt/journal/v25/n5/index.html
http://www.nature.com/ni/journal/v8/n5/index.html
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v13/n5/index.html


  

Nature’s Review siblings

 Genetics (2000)
 Molecular Cell Biology (2000) 
 Neuroscience (2000)
 Cancer (2001)
 Immunology (2001)
 Drug Discovery (2002)
 Microbiology (2003)



  

And the extended family

 Nature Materials [2002]
 Nature Methods [2004]
 Nature Clinical Practice [2004]
 Nature Physics [2005]
 Nature Chemical Biology [2005]
 Nature Nanotechnology [2006]
 Nature Protocols [2006]
 Nature Photonics [2006]

http://www.nature.com/ncpcardio/current_issue/
http://www.nature.com/nchembio/current_issue
http://www.nature.com/nmeth/journal/v4/n5/index.html
http://www.nature.com/nphys/journal/v3/n5/
http://www.nature.com/nprot/journal/v2/n5/index.html


  

What is Web 2.0?

 A synonym for user participation – allows 
publishers to communicate with their readership

 A means of opening up conversations between 
and within communities

 An opportunity to harness the power of the 
community to assess, rank and highlight areas 
of interest



  

What are good examples?

 Flickr – photo sharing and archiving
 del.icio.us – tagging for social bookmarking
 Wikipedia – reference guide
 YouTube – movie file sharing
 Amazon – reader participation



  

Web Publishing activities

NPG
WEB

PUBLISHING

OUTREACH •Functional Glycomics Gateway

•NCI Pathway Interaction Database

•Neuroscience Gateway

•Cell Migration Gateway

•Signalling Gateway

•Dissect Medicine

SOCIAL NETWORKS

AUDIO-VIDEO

STATISTICS

OPEN 
DATA

•Nature   
Protocols 
Network

•Document 
sharing

DATABASE PUBLISHING

•Web Publishing Seminars

READER PARTICIPATION

•Open peer review trial

•Blogs

•Podcasts

•Video

• Nature Network

•Web usage
•Open Text 
Mining 
Interface

• Connotea

• Second Nature • Commenting on Nature Protocols



  

And specific examples…

 Nature Protocols/Protocols Network
 Nature Network
 Connotea (del.icio.us)
 Dissect medicine
 Blogs



  

Nature Protocols



  

Discussion forums



  

Groups and forums



  

Reader participation



  

Reader participation



  

Blogging at Nature



  

Mashups - H5N1 outbreaks



  

H5N1 and Poultry density



  

And the future…

“Innovation distinguishes between 
a leader and a follower” Steve 
Jobs
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