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eBook Collection

• Springer’s eBook Collection includes the following content types:

– eBooks

• Textbooks, Monographs, Atlases, and more

– eReference Works

• Handbooks and Major Reference Works

– eBook Series Organized into 13 Subject Collections 
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eBook Collections – the guaranteed numbers

Number of Titles 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 ALL 
              

Architecture and Design 30 35 25 20 14 124

Behavioral Science 40 40 40 38 33 191

Biomedical and Life Science 330 330 300 285 230 1475

Business and Economics 205 205 200 190 187 987

Chemistry and Materials Science 180 175 165 157 148 825

Computer Science 725 845 800 760 752 3882

Earth and Environmental Science 155 155 150 142 136 738

Engineering 395 340 320 304 295 1654

Humanities, Social Science & Law 255 175 170 162 153 915

Mathematics and Statistics 350 350 325 306 293 1624

Medicine 295 280 260 247 225 1307

Physics and Astronomy 250 250 245 239 234 1218

Professional Computing and Web Design 160 160 150 0 0 470
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Leading Academic & Scholarly 
Book Publishers

LWW

Sage

Palgrave Macmillan

CUP

Wiley-Blackwell

Elsevier

OUP

Taylor & Francis

Springer

Medicine Science & Technology Social Sciences & Humanities

(Data from www.puballey.com; if a book is published simultaneously in hard- and paperback editions, only the hardback edition was included)

3,688

3,651

1,733

1,609

1,347

1,209

1,391

736

338

Number of English-Language Titles Published in 2008

http://www.puballey.com/
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                 SpringerLink  
“The content integrated platform”
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Springer eBooks Model

Single Platform: SpringerLink.com

• Integrates eJournals, eRef Works, eMonographs & eBook Series

• Currently >30.000 eBooks on SpringerLink!

– Addition of over 5,000 titles per year

• All books that Springer has rights to are converted into eBooks

• Electronic Supplementary Materials
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Springer eBooks Model…continued

“Journalization” of eBooks

• Chapter level approach (DOI)

• New editions will sit alongside old editions

• Abstracts at the chapter level

• Fully searchable PDF‘s and HTML Formats
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Springer eBooks Model…continued

Flexibility 

• 100% DRM-free

• Allowances for digital ILL, inclusion in course packs, etc.

Other Key Features

• Perpetual rights on SpringerLINK

– One-time purchase | Ownership

• Unlimited Access on SpringerLINK 
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eBooks Usage 2007 and 2008
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SpringerLink Fulltext Chapter Downloads 2007-2008

Usage total in 2007:   25 million downloads
Usage total in 2008: 41 million downloads
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Usage Development

28%
72%

SpringerLink Fulltext Downloads 2007 

HEAL-Link Hong Kong Consortium

University of Münster

Journals Articles eBooks Chapters

20%
80%

49%51%

47%
53%

University of Chicago
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Usage Development

50%50%

SpringerLink Fulltext Downloads 2008

                HEAL-Link Greece                         University of Hong Kong Libraries

Journals Articles eBooks Chapters

34%

66%

62%

38%

        University of Chicago              University of Münster

43%
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Usage by Copyright Years
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• Unlike for journals content, the age of book 
content seems not to play a very important 
role. Books from 2005 were used almost as 
frequently as books from 2006 and 2007.  

• Books from 2008 were downloaded less 
often in 2008 since they were uploaded on 
SpringerLink in the course of the year and 
were not available for the full twelve months.

• These data are quite consistent with data 
we see at Google Book Search. It seems 
that in an ‘online search environment’ the 
age of a book is only of minor importance.

(N = 12,953)
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Distribution of Usage – 
         usage distributed over all books
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Top 20% eBooks account for 55% of total chapter downloads

Top 10% eBooks account for 39% of total chapter downloads

Springer: Distribution of Citations and Full-Text Downloads
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Usage by Book Type

Average eBooks Chapter Downloads 2008
by Title and Book Type

• Reference Works and textbooks are the 
book types with the highest average 
download figures.

• Proceedings, professional books, 
contributed volumes as well as monographs 
follow with some distance.
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Average use per title per collection
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Global User Base of Academic / 
Scholarly Information

Basic Researchers:
~1.2 million

Applied Researchers:
~1.8 million

Developers:
~3.6 million

Students:
~100 million

PhD Students

Graduated Students

Undergraduated Students

Global User Base of Academic / Scholarly Information

Core 
User
Group

Secondary
User
Group

eBooks significantly enlarge user base of SpringerLink!

Journals

Core 
User
Group

Secondary
User
Group

Books
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eBooks Full-Text Section Requests by 
Visitor Referral

Full-Text Section Requests by External Referral

Usage comes from the 
LIBRARY CATALOG



                            Inforum, 28 May 2009

Findability is key

Done Projects in 2009

• MARC Records strategy – in-house 
and partnership with OCLC

• Google Book Search

• MSN Live Book Search

• SFX Serials Solutions

•Abstracting and Indexing 
Databases

• Linkresolvers 
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Summary

• Springer eBooks Collection is:

– Over 5000 new eBooks every year in 

• 13 subject collections (English / Intl)

• 5 subject collections (German)

– 100% DRM Free

– Unlimited use: available 24/7

– Fully Searchable

– Full Ownership
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Pricing

2009 Springer eBooks   V-Large Large Medium Small V-Small
2009 Springer eBook 
Collection

Titles 09 € 373,745 € 325,005 € 217,745 € 107,235 € 90,995

Subject Collections   Springer List Price
Architecture and Design 30 € 2,635 € 2,295 € 1,535 € 755 € 645
BehavioralScience 40 € 4,165 € 3,625 € 2,425 € 1,195 € 1,015
Biomedical and Life Science 330 € 54,735 € 47,595 € 31,885 € 15,695 € 13,325
Business and Economics 205 € 21,845 € 18,995 € 12,725 € 6,265 € 5,315
Chemistry and Materials Science 180 € 39,275 € 34,155 € 22,885 € 11,275 € 9,565

Computer Science 725 € 68,535 € 59,595 € 39,925 € 19,665 € 16,685

Earth and Environmental Science 155 € 27,615 € 24,015 € 16,095 € 7,925 € 6,725

Engineering 395 € 57,495 € 49,995 € 33,495 € 16,495 € 13,995
Humanities, Social Science & 
Law

255 € 44,845 € 38,995 € 26,125 € 12,865 € 10,915

Mathematics and Statistics 350 € 37,965 € 33,015 € 22,125 € 10,895 € 9,245
Medicine 295 € 45,825 € 39,845 € 26,695 € 13,145 € 11,155
Physics and Astronomy 250 € 39,275 € 34,155 € 22,885 € 11,275 € 9,565
Professional Computing and 
applied Compting

160 € 22,975 € 19,975 € 13,385 € 6,595 € 5,595

Total 3370 € 467,185 € 406,255 € 272,185 € 134,045 € 113,745
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Springer eBook resources on the web

• www.springer.com/ebooks

– eBooks Whitepapers

– Free Sample eBooks

– Marc records (or direct: www.springer.com/marc)

– eBook Title Lists

– eBook Collection data sheets

– Much more…

http://www.springer.com/ebooks
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Thank You! – Questions?

Focko van Berckelaer

Licensing Manager

Fr.vanberckelaer@springer.com
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