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The Gale Virtual Reference Library:
Gale‘s new eBook platform

• Gale is taking eBooks to the next level by delivering 
their award winning reference content in an easy-to-
use database format

• Released on 31st October 2003 with 75 titles

• Currently nearly 200 titles are available, ranging from 
Literature to Science, from History to Health, from 
Religion to Biography
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Benefits

The Gale Virtual Reference Library
• provides access to Gale's premier and award winning 

English language content which offers excellent 
background information for beginning the research 
process

• supports the development of electronic information 
literacy within a community of users who may be new 
to electronic research

• Puts the library’s reference content into circulation and 
saves shelving space
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Facts & Features

The Gale Virtual Reference Library 
• allows libraries to develop collections at their own pace 

and within their own budgets: purchase one eBook at a 
time, not a predetermined collection

• enables searching across the whole collection and 
within single eBooks: no special readers or hardware 
required

• offers unlimited simultaneous users per eBook and no 
checkout: Gale eBooks are always accessible

• guarantees access to older editions of eBooks
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Taking the best of the existing eBook models...

• Access from the OPAC via free MARC records
• Each article also offered in PDF format in the original 

layout of the printed book 
• Navigation from the electronic Table-of-Contents to the 

entry
• Link from the electronic index to a page
• Browse a list of illustrations in the book
• Print or email an entire article, not just a page
• Mark lists / InfoMarks
• Dictionary
• Usage statistics
• …and more…
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Content

• Nearly 200 encyclopedias and almanacs already 
released

• Continuous simultaneous publication of new content in 
print and eBook formats beginning 2004

• Content from Gale’s various imprints will be included:
St. James Press, Macmillan, Scribner, UXL, Schirmer, 
Graham & Whiteside, InfoPlus, Lucent 

• K.G. Saur titles will be added later in 2004
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Content examples by subject:

Literature:
• Contemporary Authors 
• Reference Guide to World Literature

Social Science:
• Encyclopedia of Communication & 

Information
• Encyclopedia of Sociology
• Encyclopedia of Food & Culture
• Encyclopedia of Popular Culture

Education:
• Encyclopedia of Education
• World Education Encyclopedia

Business:
• Gale Encyclopedia of E-Commerce 
• Encyclopedia of Business & Finance

General Reference:
• Countries and their Cultures
• New Catholic Encyclopedia
• Worldmark Encyclopedia of the 

Nations

Health / Science:
• Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine
• Gale Encyclopedia of Science
• Science in Dispute 
• Environmental Encyclopedia
• Grzimek’s Animal Life Encyclopedia
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Pricing

• eBooks are purchased from Gale. This always relates to a 
certain edition of an eBook

• The eBook price is approx. 5-10% higher than the price for the 
same printed book, but gives rights to unlimited access to the 
eBook from within the institution, remote access, unlimited 
printing and downloading of articles

• For an additional annual access fee purchased eBooks can be 
accessed on Gales servers through the Gale Virtual Reference 
Library:
$ 50 for 1-10 eBooks
$ 100 for 11-20 eBooks

• Consortia discounts are available and also discounts for 
institutions purchasing more than one eBook
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Archival Policy

• As eBooks are purchased from Gale, the purchasing institution 
has to download the eBooks from Gale‘s server in an XML-file. 
They therefore hold an archive copy of the book which can also 
be used in the institution, provided they build their own search
interface

• Provided that an institution pays the access fee to access an 
eBook they have bought through the Gale Virtual Reference 
Library, Gale guarantees access to this edition of the eBook, 
even if a new edition is already published.

• There is no automatical upgrade to the new edition of an eBook; 
new editions have to be bought again (discounts are available).
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Basic Search

Basic search
through all 
eBooks of a 
collection
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Results List

Citation list 
with hits from 
all available 
eBooks in the 
collection
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Article Display

Display of an 
article from 
the Macmillan 
book: Water: 
Science and 
Issues
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Article Display: PDF

PDF version 
of this article 
as it appeared 
in the printed 
book
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Advanced Search

Advanced 
Search with 
the possibility 
to combine 
and limit 
searches
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Advanced Search: Cross searching

Select eBooks 
for cross-
searching
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E-Book entry page

Direct access 
to an eBook, 
for example 
through the 
library OPAC
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Contact us for further information, 
or ask us here at INFORUM:

Ulrike Engel
Solutions Consultant 
for Gale and K.G. Saur electronic products

K.G. Saur Verlag GmbH
A Part of the Thomson Corporation
Ortlerstr. 8
81373 Muenchen
Germany

Telephone: +49 89 769 02 -244
Fax: +49 89 769 02 -250
E-mail: ulrike.engel@thomson.com

Internet: http://www.gale.com/world
http://www.saur.de

Or contact
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