
Timely and reliable analysis for global decisions



The Economist Intelligence Unit 
is the leading provider of country, 
industry and management analysis



What sets us apart?



What sets us apart ?

Comprehensive and timely analysis on 200 countries 

Worldwide network of economists and analysts

Consistent and reliable data 

Proven track record for forecasting and risk assessment

Editorial independence and objectivity

World-class electronic publishing capabilities

Unparalleled reputation for quality



We are the business research arm of the Economist Group



Our kinship with The Economist

Clarity
Precision
Conciseness
No hiding behind vague 
formulations
No axe to grind
No political affiliation
No vested interests
No ownership ties
No investments, no investment 
advice



80 full-time country experts, 13 
economists
76% have advanced degrees

59 masters
13 mPhils
6 Phds

Know their countries and travel 
there frequently
Speak 23 different languages
Focus on only one or two 
countries

An outstanding team



North America   47

Latin America 
and Caribbean   

54

Asia and 
Australasia   51

Eastern Europe   
48

Sub-Saharan Africa   82

Middle East and 
North Africa   30

UK   258
Western Europe   81

Our network includes 650 analysts covering 200 countries



Select the latest and most reliable dataSelect the latest and most reliable data

Use a variety of proprietary forecasting modelsUse a variety of proprietary forecasting models

Apply global assumptions to ensure consistencyApply global assumptions to ensure consistency

Validate conclusions with our country expertsValidate conclusions with our country experts

Provide forecasts with qualitative analysisProvide forecasts with qualitative analysis

A balance of qualitative and quantitative analysis



Standardised across countries

Written for business executives

Continuously updated 

Daily tracking of world events

The output: clear and timely analysis



Our new strategy in one word: relevance

What is happening in the world marketplace?

What does it mean for my industry?

What does
it mean for

my company?

Increasing relevance 
to decision-making



The Economist Intelligence Unit was more accurate than all other
forecasters for Eastern Europe in 2001

Analysis based on mean absolute error            
Data sources EBRD and Consensus Economics 
Analysis by the Economist Intelligence Unit

Competition Economist Intelligence Unit Our advantage

Planecon 2.06 2.01 0.05
UN 2.04 2.01 0.03
Vienna Institute 2.22 2.00 0.22
Dun & Bradstreet 2.49 1.89 0.60
Kopint-Datorg 1.00 0.92 0.08
Inst. For Economic Research 1.41 0.96 0.45
European Commission 1.56 1.01 0.55
CSFB 1.14 0.70 0.35
JP Morgan 0.82 0.54 0.28
OECD 1.44 0.80 0.64
EBRD 1.56 1.50 0.06
Goldman Sachs 0.97 0.63 0.34
ING 0.82 0.74 0.08
Commerzbank 1.04 0.40 0.64
IMF 2.19 1.50 0.69



Products and services



Our websites at a glance

Portal to 3,000 full-text 
publications

Daily briefing and analysis 
on 200 countries

Economic and market data and 
forecasts

Strategic intelligence for 
senior executives



Our content database

What is happening in today's global marketplace?

Events-driven briefings

What opportunities and risks lie ahead?

Market and business 
forecasts

Economic and political 
analysis

Operating conditions and 
regulations

Management strategies and 
development

Risk assessment and 
early warning

Industry trends

ViewsWire
Business newsletters

Country Forecast 
Global outlook

Country Report
Country Profile

Country Risk
RiskWire
Risk Model

Industry Forecasts
IndustryWire
World Commodity

Country Commerce
Country Finance

Executive Briefing
Which MBA?

CountryData
Market Indicators
Worldwide Cost of Living

Statistical data and 
forecasts



Successful forecasts

“The EIU believes that there is a strong likelihood that a US land-based 
military assault on Iraq will take place… For all its ruthlessness, the regime 
would not survive such an attack.”

Iraq Country Report, March 2002

“The nuclear issue in South Korea, which nearly led to war in 1994, may flare 
up again in the next three years.”

South Korea Country Forecast, September 2002

“Venezuelan exchange rate policy would become increasingly unsustainable, 
increasing the risk of exchange controls or recourse to devaluation to 
rebalance the fiscal accounts." 

Venezuela Country Forecast, November 2001



We deliver information in the format of your choice

CD-ROM

Intranets/extranets
Internet

Customised research
Client briefings

Print publications



Daily business intelligence on up to 200 countries and regions

Commentary on political, economic changes within 48 hours of their 
occurrence, and assessments of their impact on business

A constantly updated database of country forecasts, risk 
assessments, regulations, industry and background data

Easy-to-use search capability

Personalisation features enable you to receive alerts by e-mail on 
your countries or topics of interest

ViewsWire





RiskWire

This service provides comprehensive analysis, forecasts, background 
and alerts on a wide range of operational risk factors in 60 emerging 
markets.  

Countries are awarded a score for each category to allow easy 
comparison. The service is delivered via the web and is updated daily 
in response to any event that has an impact on our assessment of
risk in a particular country. 

The risk factors covered include:

Risk overview
Security risk
Political stability risk
Political efficacy risk
Market risk
Infrastructure risk

Financing risk
Legal & regulatory risk
Foreign trade & payments risk
Tax policy risk
Labour market risk
Background Risk Data





IndustryWire

Automotive 

Consumer goods and  retailing

Energy and electricity 

Financial services 

Food, beverages and tobacco

Healthcare and pharmaceuticals

Telecoms and technology

Travel and tourism 

IndustryWire provides five-year forecasts and news analysis for eight 
key industries, along with background information. The forecasts are 
based on the latest data and in-depth analysis of sectoral trends.

IndustryWire covers the following industries





CountryData

The most comprehensive source of economic indicators and 
forecasts available

The new version now covers 150 countries and 40 regional 
aggregates. 

271 economic series, including 60 monthly series

Archive from 1980, forecasts to 2007

New commodities module

Country Outlooks—a concise snapshot of each country’s political 
and economic prospects places the economic data in context

You can download selections of data into Excel, and create 
exportable charts and graphs





Example:
CountryData Chart



Market Indicators and Forecasts

The new market-planning tool 

Covers 60 countries, and forecasts out 5 years

Market Indicators and Forecasts answers key business 
development questions such as:

Which emerging markets will have the highest mobile-phone 
penetration rate in 2004?

In which developed countries will the problem of an ageing 
population be most acute?

Which country’s citizens will see the highest growth in real 
disposable income next year?



Example: 
Market Indicators & 
Forecasts



Custom Publishing and Research



We offer a full range of research services 

Country

Economic and political analysis

Risk assessments

Cost of living surveys

Business rankings

Company & industry

Market sizing and planning

Industry analysis

Issues tracking

Modeling and statistical 
analysis



How we do our research

Set up dedicated research team

Tap global network of analysts

Conduct primary and secondary research

Draw on comprehensive EIU database

Survey worldwide customers

Interview top executives and government officials

Seek feedback from focus groups

Use modelling and statistical analysis



Why choose the Economist Intelligence Unit for research?

Brand recognition

Quality of analysis

Access to executives

Global reach

Business focus

Objectivity

Fast turnaround

Cost effectiveness



How we think ahead of the curve

Editorial brainstorming

Polling our customers worldwide

Interviewing top executives and 
leading thinkers

Feedback from executive 
meetings & conferences

Talking with our clients

Thorough desk research 



What our clients say

“Oracle’s partnership with the 
Economist Intelligence Unit has 
given us a superb return on 
investment, particularly in difficult 
economic times.”
Alfonso Di Ianni, Senior Vice President, 

Oracle



What our clients say

“The Economist Intelligence 
Unit has been a valued 
business partner. Flexible to 
work with, customer service 
driven and producing first-
rate thought-leadership 
papers.”

Ali Erfan, Director of Marketing, 
3i plc



What our clients say

“Our exciting initiative with 
the EIU has allowed us to 
work together in a truly 
collaborative way to fashion 
business guides on 60 
countries.  Relying on the 
EIU has reduced costs and 
eased organisational 
headaches.”

Mary Ellen Bianco, Director of 
Strategic Planning for Tax, 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu



Our customers are leaders in their field

ABN Amro
Accenture
AIG
Air Products
Babson College
Bank of Korea
Bayer 
Bear Stearns
BNP Paribas
Boeing 
BP Oil
British American Tobacco
Cable & Wireless
Chubb 
Cisco
CitiGroup
Coca-Cola
DaimlerChrysler
Deere & Co.
DuPont

Exxon Mobil 
Federal Express
Federal Reserve Bank
Fiat 
Fidelity Investment
Fuji 
General Electric 
Gillette
Goldman Sachs
Harvard University 
HP
HSBC
Johnson & Johnson
JP Morgan Chase 
KPMG
Lehman Brothers
Maersk
Mastercard
McKinsey
Merrill Lynch

Mitsubishi 
Moody's
Morgan Stanley
Motorola
OECD 
Philip Morris
Samsung
Schlumberger 
Siemens
Sony
Sullivan & Cromwell
Tesco Stores
Tokyo-Mitsubishi International 
Toyota Motor Corporation
Unilever
United Nations
Volvo
Walt Disney Company
World Bank
Yale University



Timely and reliable analysis for global decisions


