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NEREUS ─ Networked Economics
Resources for European Scholars

The Nereus network
16 partners -- 9 countries

www.nereus4economics.info

• DECOMATE I (1995-1997) - DElivery of COpyright MATerials in 
Electronic form

• DECOMATE II (1998-2000) - Developing the European digital library
for Economics

http://www.nereus4economics.info/


http://www.bib.ulb.ac.be/BSH/eco/economie.htm


• A network of libraries and institutions serving a 
specific subject community:

• Institutions with high-rankings in economics
• Serving our clients by:

– increasing visibility of excellent research 
– building added value services

• Serving the network by: 
– focussing on cost-efficiency and innovation
– developing concrete products
– maximising on knowledge-exchange structures



Current Nereus activities
• Comprehensive index of electronic resources in 

economics 
• Make economics and social sciences datasets 

more easily accessible
• Participation in JISC funded project : VERSIONS
• Institutional repositories 
• Feed the Romeo database with self-archiving 

policies of publishers

Nereus portal demo

http://nereus.uvt.nl/


« Economists Online »
• Online access to the academic output of 

leading economists
• Search the publications of some of Europe’s 

excellent economists
• Dynamic publications list per participating 

author, with full text links to final articles and 
open access content

• http://nereus.uvt.nl/eo

http://nereus.uvt.nl/eo


• 6 partners, 4 countries
• 68 authors
• One discipline
• 6,943 bib. references,  2,696 full-text

documents
• open access



• Economists Online: facts and figures
Full text availability

• Journals 1675
• WP/discussion papers 752
• Chapters 269
• Reports 56
• Books (incl. dr. dissertations) 38
• Conference proceedings 21
• Other 53



EconomistsEconomists OnlineOnline
howhow does does itit workwork

EO database @ 
Univ. Tilburg

Publication
Lists

Search Institutional repository @

OAI metadata
exchange



Economists Online: Workflow

• Select « top » researchers
• Obtain list of publications and a maximum of full-texts:

– Author versions: pre/post-prints, publisher prints, hardcopy
• Library:

– Metadata quality control, control IPR, retro-digitisation, upload full-text
• Intermediary results:

– Discuss with author what will be made available online
• Results:

– Search service
– Dynamic publication lists per author

⇒ Libraries do the work : minimum of effort demanded from
researcher































EconomistsEconomists OnlineOnline: The : The authorauthor

Fears Answers

Time
– = research
– multiple places to feed with
bibliographic metadata (own web 
site, departmental web site, 
Repec, SSRN, IR, …)
– various pub. lists to produce for 
RAE, promotion, funding, …

- self-archive once into IR (in a 
structured way), use in various contexts
- IR setup by libraries

-Structural
-Sustainable
-Impartial
-Backup, preservation, …

Publishers
- In competition with publishers? - EO investigates into IPR issues and 

informs the author
- EO feeds SA policies of publishers into
Romeo database



Fears Answers

Visibility
- Fast access to one’s own and other‘s 
quality research output
- Author publication lists with links to 
full-text from all publishers in one place
- Automated propagation into Google
Scholar, Repec
- Full text search
- RSS feeds

Quality
- Is this the last peer-reviewed
version of the publication?

- EO = top ranked universities in 
economics
- VERSIONS

EconomistsEconomists OnlineOnline: The : The authorauthor



• More content: 
– extend to 15 partners, more authors (~300), gain critical mass

• Author self-archiving: 
– current output 
– local policies, local submission workflows, …
– minimal administrative overhead for a maximum of visibility

• Technically:
– Exchange expertise for setup and adaptations to IR software
– Review metadata exchange format (<-> Dare DIDL)

• Visibility:
– RSS feeds
– Metadata propagation to Google Scholar and REPEC
– Review presentation of search service, and publication lists
– Full text searching

• Statistics on usage of full-texts in IR

EconomistsEconomists OnlineOnline: : FutureFuture
DetailedDetailed projectproject plan forplan for



Economists Online: More info
• EO leaflet (in this room)

• Nereus:
http://www.nereus4economics.info _

• Economists Online:
http://www.nereus4economics.info/econline.html _

• Nereus Programme Manager: 
Vanessa Proudman (v.m.proudman@uvt.nl)

http://www.nereus4economics.info/
http://www.nereus4economics.info/econline.html
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