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25 years ago they reigned supreme 
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UMI

http://www.csa.com/e_products/MS_interface.php
http://www.ovid.com/


  

Then came the free Web-born search 
services from the mid-1990s
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… and the government agencies, societies, 
publishers & their digital facilitators
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http://www.ama-assn.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed/
http://trisonline.bts.gov/search.cfm
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/Home.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=Home_page
http://www.ntis.gov/
http://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.uspto.gov/
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THE trend 
• Bad trend: Worshipping Google, Google This, Google 

That – the digital personality cult era led by Nature 
magazine’s naïve journalists, some naïve academics & 
some ”blahging” groupie bloggers

• Best trend (and my hope): Scholarly & Pro services will 
not do what Google Scholar does, (Google is mostly fine)
   

• Diploma  mill scholarship at best  in Google Scholar 
& the mantra of “We don’t need no education – we 
don’t need no metadata, we don’t need no Boolean 
mind control” – and the consequences 
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What is true 
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What is untrue 

And what is Google’s truth - Use your common sense and not Google 
Scholar which shows only the first 1,000 “hits” if you doubt, the rest at 
best is in the  domain of 1001 Arabian Nights

T h e  B o o le a n  
u n t r u t h  o f 
G o o g le  
S c h o la r



  

More than 3 times as many records for 2006-2007 
than for 2005-2007? GS should take that first grade 
math class again, and stop bluffing its absurd hit 
counts and citedness counts. You will loose face 

dispensing such nonsense.  

Jacso



  

Is this illiteracy and/or innumeracy? 
The search was done in October, 2005
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Google Scholar the mis-matchmaker
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What will be published in 2008?
 Nobody can be so recent as Google Scholar 
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Omnipotent & omniscient Google S cholar has  
information about papers  to be published in 2008. 
It claims  that the top-lis ted item was  already cited 

by 435 papers  …. 
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…or maybe something is wrong with millions of items in 
Google Scholar’s snake oil counts 
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The purported citing items were written a decade 
earlier
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Google Scholar can see the future far-far beyond 
today – a real guru … or is it? 
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It considers course numbers, telephone numbers, 
street addresses as publication years as long as 

they are 4-digit strings
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Who is cited & what is cited?
Who is

R. Card?

Cited only 4 times 
in 7.5 years?

STD article in 
Circulation
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Oh, this is 
advertising 

circulation data

And this is the 
journal name
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Oh, this is 
advertising 

circulation data

R Card is the 
Rate Card page



  

Well published, well cited authors - 
members of the  Introduction family 
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…and  of the Preface  family  with not so 
sophisticated clustering
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http://www.galegroup.com/reference/peter/200703/sciencegov.htm


  

Major trends (and action verbs)
 Innovate , Illuminate, Illustrate, Integrate  

data content  
Understanding & disambiguating user terms, “did-you-mean”-ing well

Showing score board of potentially relevant databases through 

metasearching 

• Showing 360o context & cluster groups  – Vivisimo & beyond

• Offering cited and citing reference routes to related items

• Mashing - Enhancing primary data from source databases with facts, 

info-bits and info-bytes, offering  clues and hints for cherry picking

• Embracing & legitimately integrating open access & toll access 

sources 
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Trouble for misspellings and 
no “did you mean?”-ing
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… some of the time but no suggestion for 
metafetamine 
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Ebsco tries hard but can’t help here …
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… but can help with this and many other 
misspellings and alternate spellings
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 … and provides topic cluster, but does not 
tell how many hits in each
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But no one beats the native software of the 
free NCJRS site
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Which finds for the brutally misspelled term 
in the title alone 178 hits
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Perfect with the precious bonus of FT documents 
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Low-IQ clustering of 5 authors already there in your 
face in the first two records
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MetaSearching for Database Selection  
with a 360o perspective

• Current practice:  choose a database then enter your 
search terms

• The trend: type your search term we show you a 
score board of databases with the most hits with your 
words in the title

• Broadcasting query to groups of databases on the 
subject of search, going beyond one host – 360o 

Search
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Sweep through search across all the 
databases – with alpha listing
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CSA Social Science Database Group score 
board 
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Groups could be set up for FT- only databases 
within broader or narrower domain(s) 
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Clusters by departure & arrival times, 
airlines and stoips
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And by color, size, width and price

Jacso



  

The clustered profile of  the entire 
Springer archive
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The clustered profile of  a result subset 
from Springer 
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Profiling the NCSU Library Collection 
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Profiling the entire NCSU Library 
Catalog 
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Clustered profile of  the entire NCSU Library 
Catalog 
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Clustered profile of  a topical subset 
in the NCSU Library Catalog 
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360 Search (Central Search)
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360 Search (Central Search)
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360 Search (Central Search)
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My customized version of  PolyMeta metasearch & 
clustering engine (yes, it is a Hungarian product, 

but I would like it too if it were Albanian)   
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The Cited Reference Enhancement Trend

• Eugene Garfield’s idea of 1955 realized on a 
large scale 50 years later

• Web of Science & Scopus rule the waves
• Ebsco, CSA, APA hopped on the bandwagon
• Best digital facilitators do it very well 

(HighWire Press Atypon, and MetaPress)
• Some publishers do it well   
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with abstracts
21,421,474

All records
30,126,271

with refs
11,207,855

All records
33,306,756

with abstracts
10,675,905

with refs
26,004,754

Scopus vs. WoS  (Dialog/ISI subset – cca 80% of whole WoS)
as of May, 2007



  

Total  number of cited references

Scopus
   cca. 230 - 240 million references
WoS (Dialog/ISI subset)            

520 - 530 million references    
WoS entire database
    cca. 650 - 670 million references
PsycINFO
       23-24 million references
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WoS with refs 
1972 – May, 2007

Jacso
23-22. . Wos-file7.../refs



  

Scopus with refs
 1972 – May, 2007
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26-25. Scopus-profile-may-1-2007/cr-py



  

Result list enhanced with Cited by info in CSA 

Jacso



  

Additional hints for cherry picking –  watch 
for the content of the References in CSA
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Citedness scores of the cited refs - CSA
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Citedness scores of the cited refs - EBSCO
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No citedness scores of the pre-1995 
cited refs 
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Showing the info not the InfoGlut  – FactSearch 
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Showing the pictures, the graphs, the charts 
and other illustrations 
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http://www.galegroup.com/reference/peter/200702/illustrata.htm
http://www.galegroup.com/reference/peter/index.htm


  

Alerting users to alternatives within their library 
Marking items without  full text in PQ databases (due to 
moratorium) but with FT from publisher subscription 

ProQuest’s new  OneClick – OneLove 
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Number of OCLC member libraries which had or 
have a subscription to the journals appearing in the 
results set – OCLC implementation of ABI/INFORM
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 HighWire Press mash-up from Web of Science 
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Atypon mash-up from Web of Science & 
CrossRef
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Adopt/improve best methods, features & 

ideas of competent competitors
 

Don’t ape Google Scholar 

Mash-up with your peers & clients & 
vendors

 
Enjoy INFORUM 2007 & Prague 
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