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timeline

Physical Libraries
300 BC: the library of 

Alexandria
1445: Gutenberg invents the 

printing press
1665: first issue of The 

Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal 
Society

1870’ies the first abstracting 
indexes emerges

.1960’ies Citation indexing 
is invented

.

.

.

Online Libraries
• 1970’ies first on-line 

library catalogues
• 1980’ies online searching 

through dial-up becomes 
commen

• 1990’ies first online full 
text

• 2000’s……. E- only 
libraries the norm! 



In the year 2000
• about 1100 titles from 

various publishers – 
labelled ”Foreign electronic 
journals”

• Aggregation package 
content not integrated in e-
journal list

• No remote access
• No integration between 

databases and full text 
journals

•Everything handwritten and manually 
maintained by one person
•14 full time persons in serials 
department 



2002

• 11,000 e-journal titles
• Alphabetical as well as 

subject directory
• Remote access from 

outside Campus
• Link from databases to 

full text

14 staff in subscriptions department
40 kms of print subscriptions in Stacks
5% budget decrease



The first e-management system



2004/5
• 14,000 e-journals
• 4,000 e-books
• Aggregated email alert 

service
• Federated search>100 

A&I databases  
• Web based Reference 

Management system 

In separate 
lists as well 
as loaded in 
OPAC

5% budget decrease
More  ”big deals”  requested by users than ever
E-only official library strategy
Campus libraries holdings merged
4 staff in Electronic resource department



Too many lists



2005
+26GB of  spread sheets



ERMS!
• Requirements:

– Strong well maintained knowledgebase
– Hosted!
– Option for entering not just e-packages but 

also single & print subscriptions
– Budget sharing
– Tracking of trials – WITH comments

• Goes without saying:
– Compatible with local system(s)
– Follows the general guidelines



ERMS at work



2008 The true e-library?

• The back office is re-
structured

• 90% of all budget is used 
for electronic purchases

• Shelf space has been re-
allocated

What the user 
experiences:Behind the scene

The famous one search box screen



BUT….

• It all STILL goes back to the old print 
journals and bibliographies – now just in e-
form

Where is the innovation?



Another piece of useless 
statistics:

# database searches 
2001  2006 : 400,000  678,861 
All just in indexed text – as done for well 

over 100 years………



Indexing - Normal A&I

Text- but 
probably 

not 
relevant

Abstract 
and title – 
the basic 
indexing

Text – easy 
to machine 
index, but 
not very 
relevant

Lots of 
noise if all 

text is 
indexed

This is not 
searched

This is not 
searched

This is not 
searched



The Finished Article



• Data variables do not appear in any index.
– there are no indexing ‘hooks’ in title, 

abstract or caption for “dissolved oxygen”, 
below.

2. A search of the full text bypasses the image 
files

– text in tables & figures is considered an 
image, not searchable text

Table 1. Depth, physico-chemical 
and sedimentological variables.

Reasons Why Data Are Hidden 
In Traditional Searches



The results

pinkynails

pinkynails

Records representing Object 
Bearing Record. The Object 
bearing records are 
represented by “pinky nails” in 
the results view

Direct link 
to FT



The Abstract



The Abstract II
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