
Playlists for teaching and 
research

New technologies for bringing 
streaming media into academia



“Playlist”
What does it mean?

In the early days… 

• Starting in the 1950s

• Referred to ―top 40 radio‖ 

With computers and iPods

• A list of music for playback on a media player

All definitions refer to music and later music videos





First introduced academic 

playlists in 2000.  

A librarian’s idea!  (Of course!)



Naxos added playlists about 18 months after Classical.com



Other online publishers…e.g., Films Media Group (FMG) for video.







200,000+



The number of playlists in 
Alexander Street collections

200,000+
…created by users – with 

music and video!



The importance of video for teaching history

• Did the British election have something in common with 

this American one?

• Video is engaging, exciting, visceral, persuasive.

• Video is the nearest we can get to being there.



• You can’t find what you’re looking for—no random access.
• You can’t speed-read or speed-browse—if it’s a 2-hour 

video, you have to spend 2 hours finding out what’s on it.
• You can’t isolate the primary sources—they’re mixed 

together with the secondary content.
• You can’t cite moments within the video—you can only cite 

the title of the video.
• You can’t link to moments within the video—you can only 

link to the video title.
• Most are not available online.
• Most are for entertainment, not scholarly research.
• Licenses are overly restrictive.

The problems with video for 
academia: 



Alexander Street 
Critical Video Editions

Make custom clips of the videos.  

Take videos out of the basement.

Integrate text and video.

Embed video on your Web pages.

Easily use video in teaching.

Cite moments of the videos in 

papers, course packs, and journals.  



James Agee’s Review of 

Henry V for Time 

Magazine

April 8, 1946

Importance of citing video – an 

ordinary theatre review

Falstaff's death scene, for which the 

speeches were lifted bodily from Henry 

IV, Part 2, is boldly invented. The 

shrunken, heartbroken old companion of 

Henry's escapades (George Robey, 

famed British low comedian) hears again, 

obsessively, the terrible speech ("A man 

...so old and so profane....") in which the 

King casts him off. In this new context, for 

the first time perhaps, the piercing line, 

"The king has kill'd his heart," is given its 

full power. In the transition scene which 

takes the audience from Falstaff's death 

to the invasion of France, the Chorus 

makes a final appearance alone against 

the night sky, then recedes and fades as 

the movie takes over from him. 



Falstaff's death scene, for which the 

speeches were lifted bodily from Henry 

IV, Part 2, is boldly invented. The 

shrunken, heartbroken old companion of 

Henry's escapades (George Robey, 

famed British low comedian) hears again, 

obsessively, the terrible speech ("A man 

...so old and so profane....") in which the 

King casts him off. In this new context, for 

the first time perhaps, the piercing line, 

"The king has kill'd his heart," is given its 

full power. In the transition scene which 

takes the audience from Falstaff's death 

to the invasion of France, the Chorus 

makes a final appearance alone against 

the night sky, then recedes and fades as 

the movie takes over from him. 

―A man ...so old…

The Transition Scene

Importance of citing video – a theatre 

review with citations to specific scenes
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http://ativ.alexanderstreet.com/View/Thumbnails/657794




Thumbnails—a ―visual table of contents‖ for linking to specific moments
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http://anth.alexanderstreet.com/View/Thumbnails/764524
http://anth.alexanderstreet.com/View/Thumbnails/764524
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Click here to try Ethnographic Video Online, 

a new online resource



Entertainment

K-12 Academics Professionals 

Amateur Clips 

Research & Learning

Movies & Television 

Casual users

Documentaries 

Training Video 

Interviews  

Lectures  

Raw footage 

Field recordings

Newsreels

In-copyright 
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Mobile access
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http://opiv.alexa

nderstreet.com/

Search/title/cun

ning%20little%2

0vixen

http://opiv.alexanderstreet.com/Search/title/cunning little vixen
http://opiv.alexanderstreet.com/Search/title/cunning little vixen
http://opiv.alexanderstreet.com/Search/title/cunning little vixen
http://opiv.alexanderstreet.com/Search/title/cunning little vixen
http://opiv.alexanderstreet.com/Search/title/cunning little vixen




















Permalink –

lets you cite

this track in 

a paper or 

embed it on 

your Web 

site 



















In Prague the officers ran races with the horses they had 

stolen from the stables of Count Kinsky, in whose castle they 

were quartered. At his brother's, Prince Kinsky, they broke 

open the private archives, and threw about the carefully-

arranged papers. Thus M. Dufaure can say with perfect truth 

that the conduct of the Prussian officers has not been 

exaggerated by his client or any one else. I tried three 

papers before finding one which would publish these facts. 

My so-called liberal countrymen are bewitched -- deceived 

by words -- by a name! Austria stands for despotism and 

darkness; Prussia for liberty and light! I must say good-bye, 

and will tell you my adventures another time.



External Web sites for the playlist

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Kinsky

http://solomon.bwld.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-

bin/asp/philo//getobject.pl?p.20919:1.bwld

Wikipedia entry explaining ―Kinsky‖ – relation to Czech Republic 

A letter written by a British traveler to Prague during the life of Janacek

http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech-history/hapsburg-

joseph.html
Habsburg empire in Czech Republic

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_the_Czech_Republic

An overview of traditional and classical music forms, Bohemian and 

Moravian, including Janacek’s use of…

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Kinsky
http://solomon.bwld.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo//getobject.pl?p.20919:1.bwld
http://solomon.bwld.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo//getobject.pl?p.20919:1.bwld
http://solomon.bwld.alexanderstreet.com/cgi-bin/asp/philo//getobject.pl?p.20919:1.bwld
http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech-history/hapsburg-joseph.html
http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech-history/hapsburg-joseph.html
http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech-history/hapsburg-joseph.html
http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech-history/hapsburg-joseph.html
http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech-history/hapsburg-joseph.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_the_Czech_Republic


I can put a link to any 

publications into my playlist—

even works by other 

publishers.  

Anything that resides at a 

permanent URL can go into 

my playlist.



Garland Encyclopedia of World Music: Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, Volume 8: Europe 

Ed. by Timothy Rice, James Porter, and Chris 
Goertzen (Routledge, 2000). 900pp
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Look at all the people who 

copied this playlist! Why?



Because it’s a very good 

survey course!  

Someone else did the 

work, and now you can 

use it in your class.



Teaching tools for faculty



Created by a student at Texas Tech University

Study Guide



Created by Cathy Chaparro, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

Public library promotion 



Created by Takiyah Nur Amin , Pre-Doctoral Fellow, Temple University

Course requirements 



To see a recent webcast on streaming 
video products in academia…

http://www.libraryjournal.com/webcastsDetail/2140496

488.html

The panelists included deg farrelly, Arizona State 

University, and Stephen Rhind-Tutt, Alexander Street.

(We will email this link to you after Inforum)

http://www.libraryjournal.com/webcastsDetail/2140496488.html
http://www.libraryjournal.com/webcastsDetail/2140496488.html

