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which almost every fixed point has disappeared.

Users are changing; content is changing;
research is taking new forms ṙ

Derek Law, Centre for Digital Library Research
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The Value of Books
to the Research Workflow



The Value of Book Content to the 
Research Workflow

92% of researchers say they 
regularly perform cross -
disciplinary research. Having 
access to Fundamental knowledge 
[Books] across diverse subjects is 
essential. 

Source: global survey responses from 500 
researchers & librarians, Elsevier &

S.M.S. Research, 2009
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Do Researchers Use, or Want to 
Use eBooks ?

9%

Source: Global survey 
responses from 500 

researchers & librarians,
Elsevier & S.M.S. Research, 

2009
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®Ù̃Ød³Ôd¼ÔÓÉÊ×dÙÍÊd²ÔØÙd¨ÎÙÊÉd
Item in SCOPUS is a book!

Journal Articles 
(incl. Reviews, 
short
communications
, AiPs, etc.)

Conference
Items

Rest 
(incl. 
patents 
and 
unknowns
)Books

24%

Most cited item in Scopus is a book:

Cited Records in 
Scopus. Over 
24% of all cited 
records in 
Scopus are 
books.



Access to Electronic Content Saves
Researchers Approximately 2 - 4 Hours
Per Use, Per Occasion

¸ÔÚ×ÈÊ~dºÓÎÛÊ×ØÎÙÞd®ÓÛÊØÙÒÊÓÙdÎÓdÙÍÊd±ÎÇ×Æ×ÞpdµÍÆØÊd®®~d¦Ód®ÓÙÊ×ÓÆÙÎÔÓÆÑd¸ÙÚÉÞdÔËdÙÍÊd±ÎÇ×Æ×Þ̃Ød
Value to the Grants Process, 2010, Elsevier and 8 academic partners

Less time searching for information equals more time using information to achieve 
innovation!

Key Finding: Respondents report that they spend at least 3.5 hours per week finding and 
accessing articles and books, and at least 9.8 hours reading articles/books.
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eBooks Usage: 
Trends and Case Studies 

from Researchers & Libraries
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eBooks & eJournals are used almost at the same frequency, showing 
ÙÍÊdÛÆÑÚÊdÔËdÎÓÙÊÌ×ÆÙÊÉdÈÔÓÙÊÓÙdÙÍÆÙ̃ØdÉÎØÈÔÛÊ×ÆÇÑÊdÆÓÉdÈÔÓÈÚ××ÊÓÙÑÞd
available. 

Source: ScienceDirect usage data 2010: All users, all eBook 
(Monographs)



Source: ScienceDirect usage data 
2010

The Path Most Taken to eBooks & 
Journals

Main Entry
Point?

«Ô×dÊ§ÔÔÐØpdÎÙ̃Ø
The University 

Website .
For eJournals,
ÎÙ̃ØdGoogle .

(Top 10) Navigating to 
eJournals

(Top 10) Navigating to 
eBooks
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̆¹ÍÊdÙÆØÐdÔËd
finding the most 
pertinent articles 
on a new topic used 
to take a full 
afternoon. The 
same work can now 
be completed in 
15 w˾tdÒÎÓÚÙÊØṙ

Sessions with eBooks last longer
than sessions with eJournals

Source: ScienceDirect usage data 2010



Source: ScienceDirect usage data: All users, all eBook 
(Monographs)

eBook (Monograph) Usage by Publication 
Year

More than half  of 
eBooks usage 
occurs with back 
list titles (for 
trusted foundation 
knowledge)



Source: University of Cardiff Annual Repot 2010

¨ÍÆÓÌÎÓÌdÙÍÊdºØÊdÔËd¨Æ×ÉÎËË̃Ød
Libraries

These diagrams show the shift from 
the provision of physical services in 
¨Æ×ÉÎËË̃ØdÑÎÇ×Æ×ÎÊØdÙÔÜÆ×ÉdÌ×ÊÆÙÊ×dÚØÊd
of digital information sources. Visitor 
numbers remain consistently high, 
demonstrating that students value the 
conducive  learning environment in 
the libraries.

Embracing the eBook Means
Embracing Change

University of Cardiff, 
UK

2008 - 2009

2004 - 2005



¸ÙÆÓËÔ×ÉdªÓÌÎÓÊÊ×ÎÓÌd±ÎÇ×Æ×Þ̃Ød¸ÍÊÑÛÊØ~
Nearly Bare!

̆¹ÍÊdÛÆØÙdÒÆÏÔ×ÎÙÞdÔËdÕ×ÎÓÙÊÉdÇÔÔÐØdÍÆÉÓ̃Ùd
ÇÊÊÓdÙÆÐÊÓdÔËËdÙÍÊdØÍÊÑËdÎÓdÞÊÆ×Øṙ

Michael Keller, Stanford Library Director

̆®ÓdÙÍÊdÕÆØÙdydÞÊÆ×Øpmost engineering journals 
have moved online, making their print versions 
obsolete ˿ÇÔÔÐØdÆ×ÊÓ̃ÙdÉÔÎÓÌdÒÚÈÍdÇÊÙÙÊ×ėd

Helen Josephine, Stanford Engineering Librarian

In 2010, Stanford Engineering Library 
cleared its

shelves of print books by 85%.

¦ÑÒÔØÙdÆÑÑdÔËd¸ÙÆÓËÔ×É̃Ød
periodicals
are available online only.



National Libraries: Driving the Migration
from Print to eBooks

§ÎÇÑÎÔÙÍĬÖÚÊd³ÆÙÎÔÓÆÑdÉÊd
France

Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina

National Library Korea
626 Computers, 380,000 digitized 
books,
116 million pieces of digital content.



Source: The QS World University 
·ÆÓÐÎÓÌØd̂t}d

Top 40 Research Institutions Going 
Digital



Source: ScienceDirect online book usage Data

Rank Country

1 United States

2 China

3 Australia

4 United 
Kingdom

5 Canada

Rank Country

6 Brazil

7 Turkey

8 Germany

9 Spain

10 France

Rank Country

11 India

12 Switzerland

13 Iran

14 Malaysia

15 Singapore

A Global View of Migration


