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The post-lunch/afternoon session…
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New Learning Environments

Gale’s "In Context" Products 

and the "Gale Virtual Reference Library“

Karsten Sydow, 

Gale - Cengage Learning (EMEA) Ltd

INFORUM, May 24th 2011

Trends and New Technologies in the Field of Electronic Information Resources 
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What We Heard…

I want simplicity, direct 

curriculum connections, 

and I want to integrate 

content easily into my 

workflow with tools

Librarians

Teachers

Students

I want deep 

authoritative content 

for all students and 

subjects

I want it 

fast, easy, 

and 

definitely 

cool…
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Over 1,800 portal pages (content in context)

One general reference product (Student Edition)Multiple levels (Gold, Silver, Bronze)

Library + ClassroomLibrary

Classroom Solutions + Research & DiscoveryResearch & Discovery

Single product platformNumerous product platforms

One brand identityVarious brand identities

NowThen

Evolution: Product Overview
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Evolution: Features & Functionality
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Evolution: Features & Functionality
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Evolution: Features & Functionality
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Content

Content and Functionality

• All these products feature a wealth of media-rich content and 
functionality organized to provide context for learners:

WeblinksViewpointsVideo

StatisticsScience ExperimentsRelated Portals

ReferencePrimary SourcesNews

MagazinesImagesFact Boxes

Expert PicksAudioAcademic Journals



9
9

Evolution: Interface
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Gale In Context Series



11

Biography in Context

 600,000+ biographies covering more than 525,000 individuals 

 170+ award-winning Gale reference titles 

 50,000 new or updated bios added annually in addition to daily 
updates to account for awards and events 

 Integrated reference material, periodical information and multimedia 
content 

 Hundreds of hand-crafted topic pages covering the highest-interest 
features
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Sample search Biography in Context
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Gale In Context Series
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World History in Context

 More than 2,000 reference articles from acclaimed history titles from 
Macmillan Reference USA™, Charles Scribner’s Sons® and other 
highly regarded encyclopaedias and compendiums 

 Select articles from more than 125 new Gale reference titles not 
previously available 

 315+ periodical articles from the Journal of World History, History 
Review and The Historian 

 More than 600 historical maps, atlases and other editorially selected 
images delivered through east-to-search image galleries 

 1,760 primary documents from Primary Source Microfilm™ 

 Video and audio selections from archival newsreels to NPR 

 The ability to cross-search U.S. History in Context with a subscription 
to both products



15

Sample Search 
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Sample Search 
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Sample Search 
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Highlights Summary

• This portfolio of products is paving the way for Gale to continue to 
support libraries while also extending into the classroom and student 
workflow

• Content aligned to international curriculum standards in the core 
subject areas

• All products have a consistent end-user experience

• No other competitive product on the market is serving up content in the 
same way (in context through portals)

• Features: search assist and “did you mean,” interactive Google Maps, 
fact boxes, APA citations & more

• Over 1,800 hand-crafted portals with resources dedicated to 
adding/updating portals on a regular basis
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The Gale Virtual Reference Library (GVRL)

Approx. 7,000 reference works to choose from

Hundreds of Award Winners

60+ publishers
Most Improved Product 

Award -- 2007

http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/homepage.cws_home
http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dgreenwood%2Bpress%2Blogo%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dslv8-yie7%26x%3Dwrt&w=306&h=70&imgurl=doi.contentdirections.com%2Fmr%2Fimages%2FGPGDOILogo.jpg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fdoi.contentdirections.com%2Fmr%2Fgreenwood.jsp%3Fdoi%3D10.1336%2F0313298424&size=36.2kB&name=GPGDOILogo.jpg&p=greenwood+press+logo&type=jpeg&no=19&tt=23&oid=d723da752ee145ee&ei=UTF-8
http://www.charlestonco.com/index.php
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GVRL 2.0: coming in 2011

•Update interface

•New Home Page design

•Results List display

•Document display

•Tools

•2 page spread display (flipping functionality)

•Cover Images

•Include Cover images for all titles on Home Page, Results List, and ETOC’s

•Search Relevance

•Add Search assist
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Questions???  - Please contact me for further information

Karsten Sydow M.A.

Gale l Cengage Learning (EMEA) Ltd

Havelberger Strasse 4

10559 Berlin - Germany

Tel: +49 (0)30 394 084 54

Karsten.Sydow@cengage.com

http://gale.cengage.co.uk http://gale.cengage.com/
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