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Pre-History: Early English Books Online

« Early English Books microfilm series begun by
Eugene Power in 1930s

« University Microfilms founded 1938; filmed holdings
of British libraries threatened by war damage, 1940-

. Blbllographlc basis:

Alfred W. Pollard and G.R. Redgrave, A short-title catalogue
of books printed in England, Scotland, & Ireland and of
English books printed abroad, 1475-1640

Donald Wing, Short-title catalogue of books printed in
England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and British America, and of
English books printed in other countries, 1641-1700

* Finite & well-documented bibliography: 125,000
books

« Early English Books Online (EEBO) published 1998,
now available in 1,600+ sites worldwide

« 128,000+ books filmed and digitised to date




Pre-History: Early English Books Online
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The essayes or morall, politike and
millitarie discourses of Lo: Michaell de
Montaigne...done into English by... lohn
Florio Printed at London : By Val. Sims for
Edward Blount dwelling in Paules
churchyard, 1603

Bib Number: STC/18041; Copy from:
British Library

[Portrait from Essays of Michael, seigneur
de Montaigne in three books ... London,
1685

Bib Number: Wing / M2479; Copy from:
Huntington Library]



Early European Books:

« Scope: all material printed in Europe or in European
languages from the birth of printing (c.1455) to 1700

e Successor & complement to Early English Books
Online (EEBO)

« Scan in colour from original volumes (not microfilm)

« Scanning on site in libraries in Florence, The Hague, London,
Copenhagen

* Today’s technology allows capturing every facet of the book
in high resolution images
« Aim: to create a comprehensive digital library of the
history of Western culture

« EEBO’s 125,000 books will become a subset of Early
European Books




Early European Books:

I
THE SPREAD OF PRINTING

== EEBO only covers a fraction of
books from the period:
By 1600, Europe had produced BT L RO
345,000 books; only 4% are in EEBO N I
No single catalogue for the
whole of Europe

Efforts so far have been largely limited
by national boundaries and collections

Modern national boundaries are
not relevant to this period

The modern states of France,
Germany, Italy, Netherlands etc did
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Early European Books:

- Pilot collections:
 The Royal Library, Copenhagen launched December 2009
» Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze, November 2010
« 2,500-3,000 books / 500,000-600,000 pages each

* Next phase, 2011-
» Installed in 4 libraries by end of 2011
» Digitise 4 million+ pages per year from 2012
* 50,000+ books at BNCF
« 28,500+ books at Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag
« 15,500 books at Wellcome Library, London
* More to be announced soon

« Collaborate with existing digitisation projects and other
projects interested in early modern print culture

« Partnerships with CERL Thesaurus and Universal
Short Title Catalogue (USTC)




The Collaborative Model

ProQuest funds the creation of digital files and metadata

» ProQuest returns master copies to the source library
« Library owns master copies and can use them for facsimiles, digitisation on demand

Free access in country where the collection is held

» ProQuest has commercial rights to the collection elsewhere
* Royalty paid to Library
« Commitment to eventual open access

 ProQuest can use geo-IP recognition to provide free access to a single country from
launch

Close consultation between ProQuest, the library and the

scanning company to decide:
Physical location of operation

Logistics of providing books to scan operators
Protocols for book handling



Early European Books:

« Scan in high-res colour from original volumes (not
microfilm)

* Include every page:
* Covers, spines, blank pages, endpapers, loose inserts, fold-
outs, spines & edges
« Captures vital information about each book:

« format, ownership, annotations, history of publishing &
readership

* Information which is often missing from other microfilm &
scanning projects
« Specialist search and display interface

» Designed around the specific needs of researchers using rare
books




Early European Books:

* Book handling:

» Fragile valuable items require expert handling

e Scanning:
« Manual page turning required
» Different sizes of books require different scanners
* Fold-outs

» Tight bindings mean some books can only be opened to
90 degrees

» Capturing spines and page edges requires new
photographing methods
* Metadata:

» Accurately capturing page features (original page
numbering, maps, portraits, illuminated letters)

« Cataloguing, including copy-specific information
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Early European Books: First Pilot

Partnership with Royal Library,
Copenhagen

Released 2009
2,600 books, 500,000 pages

Includes the library’s entire holdings of
items listed in the national bibliography,
Lauritz Nielsen’s Dansk Bibliografi 1482—
1600

Also includes 16" and 17%-century
imprints by the Danish astronomer and
alchemist Tycho Brache (1546-1601) and
follower Johannes Kepler (German, 1571-
1630)
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Collection 1 Highlights

First books published in Denmark

Breviarium Ottoniense (Odense
Breviary). Odense: Johan Snell, 1482

De obsidione et bello Rhodiano ('On the
siege and war of Rhodes'). Odense:
Johan Snell, 1482

Very rare New Testament
First New Testament in any Scandinavian
language, printed Leipzig, 1524
Commissioned by exiled King Christian II,
a Lutheran convert

Woodcut of Christian Il by Lucas Cranach
(opposite) caused the book to be banned
in Denmark, and was removed from most
surviving copies

Saxo Grammaticus

Several editions and translations of the
Gesta Danorum, 1514 onwards



Early European Books: Second Pilot

Partnership with Biblioteca
Nazionale Centrale di Firenze
(BNCF), Italy

Released November 2010
3,000 volumes, 600,000 pages

March 2011 onwards:

Next phase — digitization of all
BNCF holdings pre-1700

50,000+ books




Galileo’s personal annotated copies of
works by Euclid, Petrarch and others

Every major early edition of Dante’s Divine
Comedy, including:
- First printed edition, Foligno 1472.

First edition with modern commentary, Florence
1481.

First authoritative edition, Aldine Press, Venice,
1502

First edition with woodcut illustrating circles of
Hell, Aldine Press, Venice, 1515
First printed edition of Boccaccio’s

Decameron [14707]

Only four surviving copies listed in Incunabula
Short-Title Catalogue

Alciati’'s Emblemata (pictured), which
created the genre of the ‘emblem book’

Andreae Alciati Emblematum libellus. Aldine
Press, Venice, 1546.

Collection 2 Highlights

EMBLEMATVMLIBELLVS. 16

Sapientia humand flulsitia eft apud Dewm

uid dicam ? guonam hoc compellem womine monfirwm ¢
Qii rme gm»;{i bom;, neceft draco s
Sed fine wir pedibus , fummis e partibus anguis
Vir anguipes dici,¢r homiceps anguis poteft
pedit homo , hominem eruclauit ¢ angwis y
Nec finis haminis eft initium nec eft fevaw.
sic olim Cecrops doctis vegnauit Adxu‘u,
Sic ¢ gigantes terrd mater protulic
Hec uafrum [pecies, fed veligione caventem,
Terrend tantum qui; cres,indicate




Early European Books:
Starting April 2011

= Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague, Netherlands prm—

28,500 books printed in the Netherlands to 1700
11,000 pamphlets from 1468 onwards

Largest collection of Dutch incunabula in the
world (45% of all known editions)

Songbooks, occasional poetry, popular prose
tales (chapbooks), atlases and surveys,
bookbindings

Possible addition of KB’s non-Dutch pre-1700
holdings: a further 30,000 books
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Early European Books: Wellcome Library

Starting July 2011
i Wellcome Library, London
15,500 books printed in Europe to 1700

Specialist collection of books related to
medicine and science

‘From alchemy to zoology’

Encyclopedias, illustrated works of
anatomy, botany and natural history

Works previously owned by William Morris,
Sir Hans Sloane, John Dee, Florence :
Nightingale




European Culture: Science

Nicolaus Copernicus
From Turon, Royal Prussia (now in Poland).
De Revolutionibus (Latin, Nuremberg, 1543;
EEB has Basel 1556 edition from BNCF)

Tycho Brahe
From Scania (was Denmark, now Sweden)
De Nova Stella, Latin, Copenhagen, 1573
(EEB copy from KBDK)

Johannes Kepler

From Free Imperial City of Weil der Stadt, in
the Holy Roman Empire

Epitome astronomiae Copernicanae, Latin,

Linz (Austria), 1618 (EEB copy from KBDK)
Galileo Galilei

From Duchy of Florence

Discorsi e dimostrazioni matematiche,
(Italian, Leiden, 1638; copy in Wellcome)




Early European Books.

ProQuest ’ Early European Books

printed sources to 1700 m [ Go! JNERTEY

HOME SEARCH = BROWSE INFORMATION RESOURCES MY RESEARCH  HELP

Choose your language: English Dansk Italiano

Welcome to Early
European Books

Early European Books traces the
histary of printing in Europe from its
origins through to the close of the
seventeenth century, offering
full-colour, high-resolution facsimile
images of rare and hard-to-access
printed sources.

Read more about Eanly £t
Books ot find out what's

Featured content

Tycho Brahe (1546-1601), Epistolse
astronomicaz (‘Astronomical
Letters’), printed on Tycho's private
press at Uranienborg, on the island
of Hven, and issued in 1596 (Lauritz
Nielsen 430 / USTC 302833).
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Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Accessibility | Site Map |

Copyright & 2008-2010 ProQuest LLC. All Rights Reserved.



ProQues Early European Books

printed sources to 1700

HOME SEARCH BROWSE IMFORMATION RESOURCES

Quick Search

(eTll FMeed help? &

My RESEARCH

HEL

Search

Keyword{s):

Author:

Title keyword(s):

Imprint:

Place of publication:

Printer/publisher name:

Date of publication:

Bibliographic number:

Subject:

Language:

1 Include records from EEBO in your search [ Mote &

<

e.q. Martin Luther or Melanchthon, Philioe,
Erasmuls

From 1473 | to 1900 [ Note & ]

e.q. Lauritz Miglsen 39 LN 430 oy UWSTC
202833

B.0. ethlcs

e.0. Danish and Latin

| Find historical and linguistic variants | Mote 65

Selectfrom a list

Selectfrom a list

Selectfrom a list

Selectfrom a list

Selectfrom a list

Ahbreviations reference

Selectfrom a list

Selectfrom a list

bdarked List (0 items ]

Fecent Searches

Durable UREL



Date of publication: From |1473 | to (1900 | [ Mote ]

Biblicgraphic number: Abhbreviations reference

e.q. Launitz Miglaen 39 LN 220 or UETC

202833

Subject: Select from a list
e.q. ethica

Language: Select from a list
e.qg. Danish and Latin

Country: Select from a list

Page features: [ Maote |

[ Chart ] Map

[J Coat of arms [ Musical notation

] Colour [ Plate

L] Farm L1 Plan

[ Genealogical table ] Portrait

O] Handwritten pagefinsert Ol Printed marginalia

O luminated lettering O Prirters marks — colophon

I Iustrated page borders O] Prirters marks — title page

L Nustration [J Rubricated text

[ Manuscript marginalia and other annotations

Source library: Select frorm a list
e.q. Det Kongelige Bibiictel; The Royal

Libranhs

Shelfmark: Select frorm a list

e.i. Higltmat 973 8° (LN 409 8° copy 2]

Organise your search results:

Sort results

Display:

Clear search

Alphabetically by authar |+

O 20, @ 80, 0r O 100 results per page



Search Results

ou searched for: Author: brahe, tycho arked List (0 items I
Including variant spellings

Eecent Searches

sorted by Alphabetically by author

15 results bdodify Search
(W Save search terms to
iy Hesearch

Your search found:

Sort results by: :Alphabetically by author v: Display 20 results per page  Display 100 results per page

Filter results by:

|
[ Place of publication
1. H
n" - -
Author: Erahe, Tycho, 1546-1601 8 Frinter/publisher name
Title: hagnifico, amplissimo nobilissimogue viro, x

Fage features

+

sapientia doctring omnimodague virute

prazeminenti, 0. Micolao Kaasio, Domino de Taarup Country
. amico sug inprimis observanda
Imprint: Uraniburgi: 1585 Subject
Date: 1585 Date
Bibliographic Number: Lauritz Mielsen 427 (LM 427}
LISTC 3025829
Physical Description: [4] bl.
Shelfmark: LM 427 2°
Source Library: Det Kongelige Bibliotek 7 The Royal Library (Copenhagen)

E|Docurnent Image (20 irmages)  Docurment Image - PDF

[ mddto Marked List Durahle URL




_| Mark/Clear all results on this page

Author:
Title:

Imprint:
Date:
Bibliocgraphic Number:

Physical Description:
Shelfmark:

Source Library:

Brahe, Tycho, 1546-1601

Magnifico, amplissimo nobilissimogue viro,

sapientia doctring omnimodague virute

prazemminenti, 0. Micolao Kaasio, Doming de Taarup

. amico suo inptimis observando

Uraniburgi; 1585
1585

Lauritz Mielsen 427 (LN 427)
LISTC 302829

[4] bl.
LI 427 2°

Det Kongelige Bibliotek / The Royal Library (Copenhagen)

ElDocurrent Irmage (20 irmages)  Document Image - PDF

|| Addto Marked List

Author:
Title:

Imprint:
Date:

Bibliographic Number:

Physical Description:
Shelfmark:

Source Library:

—

Brahe, Tychao, 1546-1601

Epitaphium clarissimo et omnigens

eruditione virtutegue arnatissimo viro D.

Johanni Pratensi Aarusiensi Medicinas
Paracelsicas et Galenicas Doctor
excellentissimo ob ingenitam naturas
bonitatern ..., Obiit Anno 1576

Uraniburgi: 1534
1554

Lauritz Mielsen 431 (LN 431)
LISTC 302334

1 bl
LN 431 2°

Diurahle URL

Det Kongelige Bibliotek / The Royal Library (Copenhagen)

Hide panel v

Filter results by:

Flace of publication

Frinterfpublisher name

=] Page features

Numinated lettering
[15 items]

hWlanuscript (i.e.

handwritten) marginalia and
other annotation

[15 items]

Nustration
[11 items]

Chart
[9 items]

Nustrated page borders
[T tems]

Printers Mark - Title Page
[B items]

Coat of arms
[5 items]

hap
[5 items]
Puortrait
[5 items]

Clasps, ties or other
closures

[4 tems]

Colout
[4 items]

[} YT



ProQQues Early European Books

printec sources to 1700 Quick Search

HOME SEARCH

BROWSE INFORMATION RESOURCES

MY RESEARCH HELF

Full Record

Title:

Alternative title:
Author:

Date of Publication:
Imprint:

Place Of Publication:

Physical Description:

Bibliographic Number:

Language:

Subject:

Country:
Contains:

Shelfmark:

Source Library:

De nova et nullius avi memoria prius visa stella jam pridem Anno a
nato Christo 1572 mense Novernbr. primum conspecta, contemplatig
mathernatica, cui praster exactam eclipsis lunaris, huius anni,
pragrmatian et elegantem in Uraniam elegiam, epistola quogue
dedicatoria accessit, in gva nova et erudita conscribendi diaria
metheorologica methodus

De nova stella
Brahe, Tycho, 1546-1601

b g § o
SUOVALT WYLLIYY

1573

Hafn.: 1573

Copenhagen  [Wiew variants from the CERL Thesaurus]
[54] bl. Fig.

Lauritz Mielsen 429 (LK 425)

LSTC 302631

Latin

Astronomi
Astronamy

Denrmark

Chart

Handwritten pagefinsert

MNluminated lettering

MNustration

hanuscript {i.e. handwritten) marginalia and other annotation
Printers Mark - Title Page

Hielmst. 1612 47 (LM 4259 4® copy 2)
Det Kongelige Bibliotek / The Royal Library (Copenhagen)

Marked List (0 items )

Fecent Searches

[ Add to Marked List

Durable URL for this page
EA Email

=y Print view

B Download citation

(W Sawe record to My
Besearch




Previous page

Filter by page features:

Spine

Image 1 of 118
Front Board

Image 7 of 118

Yiew all thumbnails

Image 2 of 118

Image 3 of 118

—

Image 4 of 118
Head edge

Image 3 of 118
Back Board

by v & oo
NOVATT WVeLiYy

,’{%ﬁ. -

Image 9 of 118 Image 10 of 118

Front Endpaper

Manuscript {i.e.
handwritten) marginalia
and other annotation

Front Endpaper

Handwritten pagefinsert Title Page

Printers Mark - Title
Page

e ——————
— e

I — —

————

Image 5 of 118
Tail edge

Image 11 of 118

Image 6 of 118
Foredge

Image 12 of 118

lllustration

Page 2
llluminated lettering

Manuscript {i.e.
handwritten) marginalia
and other annotation
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printed sources to 1700 Quick Search KT need heip?
HOME SEARCH BROWSE INFORMATION RESOURCES MY RESEARCH HELP
Thumbnails
Author: Brahe, Tycho, 1546-1601 Manad Listt0 femss
Title: De nova et nullius aevi memoria prius visa stella jam pridem Anno a nato Christo 1572 Recent Searches
mense Novembr. primum conspecta, contemplatio mathematica, cui praster exactam
eclipsis lunaris, huius anni, pragmatian et elegantem in Uraniam elegiam, epistola Back To Search Results
gquogue dedicatoria accessit, in gva nova et erudita conscribendi diaria metheorologica ;
methadus Durable URL for this page

[Show record details]

Next page
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Image 37 of 118 Image 45 of 118 Image 58 of 118 Image 92 of 118 Image 97 of 118
Chart Chart Chart Page E Page | 2 Chart
Chart Chart

A P A N1 s, Mg BECeedrt,

ar Benoilt Preuofl, rue Fr ieom, O

aTenfeianede I'ENoiller BN
ptﬂfedns Riuneau, e

—3+ el furnifhed, With Pledii S,
N aunt Hiftories and excellent APN
Louelles, felectedoutof [ %

A=Al Aahsd e nd ST L




0 0, R A

A capne CafSiopes
B petins Schedir,
C Cingulum

' D flexura ad llia

| E Genn

lv F Pes

|G fuprema Cathedra * %
L H medis Chatedre H

&1 Nowa ftella, G

— — ) | |

Distantiam Vero huius Stelle a fixis aliquibus
in hac CafSiopeice conftellatione, exquifito infErumento, n

<& omnium minutorum capacy, a[l;]ll?[il‘! obferuani, Ins :
uens antemeam diftareab ea,que oft in pectore, Schediy ¢
appellata B, 7. partibus & 55. minutis : d Juperiori 3

Vero I

«‘-S_Lllllllllll"'gc

scroll reset Zoom rotate




—:“

I .
| A caput CafSiope
' B pectus Schedr.

C Gngulum
D flexura ad Ilia

\ F Pes

G fuprema Cathedra
iH media Chatedre
'.I Nona tella.

E Genu I




e e ——

|

— L .
o — o T S

_

| B

i

ncaes
|

| A caput CafSiope
pectus Schedir.

!C Gingulum
D flexura ad liia W 7 <
E Genu I=
F Pes / *
H

‘G Suprema Cathedra
|H media Chatedre
i 4 Nona §tella. G

Click and drag the scale over the image to get an idea of size.

Diitantiam Vero huius Stelle a fixis aliquibus

in hac CafSiopeie conftellatione, exquifito infbrumento 5
& omnium minutorum capacy, alizluotie: obferuani. In
ueni autem eam diftare ab ca,que eft in pelore, Schediy
appellata B, 7. partibus & 55, minutis : 4 [uperiori
Vero




Searching: CERL Thesaurus

Created by the Consortium of European Research Libraries
(CERL)

Database of variants of place names, author names & printer names

Includes Latin forms and abbreviations (Venetii, Ventiis), historical variants (Venegia,
Veneza), modern European forms (Venice, Venise, Venedig)

Contains 70,000 records

Enhance searchabillity
ProQuest’s partnership with CERL allows us to integrate this data into our search

We display one standardised form in the record, but users can search on any variants
and get hits

Contribute to the Thesaurus

When we find new variants in the EEB data, we feed this back to CERL for inclusion
in the Thesaurus



ProQues Early European Books

printed sources to 1700 Quick Search
HOME SEARCH BROWYSE IMFORMATION RESQURCES mMv RESEARCH HE|
FL|" ReC{:}rd Result 1 of 344 results Mext result

Title:

Author:

Other Author:

Other Author:

Date of Publication:
Imprint:

Place Of Publication:

Printer/publisher name:

Physical Description:
Bibliographic Number:
Note:

Language:
Country:
Contains:

Shelfmark:

Dialoghi di armore, composti per Leone medico, di natione hebreo, et
dipoi fatto christiano,

Ledn, Hebreo, b ca. 1460, [Wiew variants from the CERL Thesauruse |

Lenzi, MWariano
Manuzio, Aldo, 1449 or 50-1515

1545

ora0-1a1A
8% [£], 261 [i.e. 241], [1] c.
LICLA catalogue: 336

[l nome del curatore Mariana Lenzi si ricava dalla dedica
[l nome del tipografo si ricava dalla marca sul front

Errare di numerazione delle cc.: da . 134 passa a c. 155
hlarca (Z43) sul front. e in fine

Cors. ; rom

Seqgn.: A-2GE ZH4.

Fingerprint: si:& e ol reue inti (3) 1545 (F)

hlarca: Ancora accollata da un delfino. Ai lati Aldus
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Early European Books:

LIBER is delighted to be associated with ProQuest's Early European

a Books project and with the vision to include all imprints from across the
whole of Europe between 1475 and 1700. It is a compelling vision and
will result in a magnificent tool for European scholarship. LIBER feel
that a viable model has been established to create a high-quality
resource with huge benefit to scholars, students and beyond
Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague, Netherlands

Dr Paul Ayris, President of the Ligue des Bibliotheques Européennes de Recherche
(LIBER)

How do you rate a product that brings the contents of the great libraries
of Europe to your desktop with this kind of precision, quality, and
attention to detail? You give it a ten! When completed, EEB is going to
fulfill the dreams of scholars around the world. A natural complement to
EEBO, this is essential for every library supporting scholarly humanities
research.

Cheryl LaGuardia, Library Journal, 04/01/2010



Conclusions (so far)

A viable model to create a resource
=  with huge benefit to scholars, students
and beyond

Allows students and scholars to
discover rare copies and make new
connections

Superior to mass digitisation because it
respects the unique characteristics of
early modern works

Advantage for libraries of working with |
an experienced and trusted partner

If not yet “open access” then at least
‘opening up access”
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