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VIDEO IN ACADEMIA 

 



1. Why we need to pay attention 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Students and faculty want to access video  

from anywhere 
 
 
 
 

“Mobile video will account for >70% of mobile data traffic by 2016” 



Old:  

Learning as A Transaction  

• Learners receive 

knowledge 

• Knowledge is organized in 

independent, stable, 

hierarchical structures 

New:   

Learning as a Process 

• Learners create 

knowledge 

• Knowledge is organized in 

an integrative, interactive 

way 

Source: Pew Research Center, “Libraries and Learning Communities— Internet Librarian.” October 2011. 

Available from: www.slideshare.net/PewInternet/libraries-and-learning-communities-internet-librarian 

 
 
 
 

The learning environment is more 

interactive 



 
 
 
 

bv 
“The educational use of video on campus is accelerating 

rapidly in departments across all disciplines—from art, 

humanities, and sciences to professional and vocational 

curricula.”  (Study: Copyright Clearance Center / New York University) 

40 %:  “I will use 

more online video” 

43%: “I will use more 

video overall” 



“Faculty expect the video to shift from offline analog  

storage to online delivery.” 

77 %  use video in 

the classroom 



• At least 60% of higher education libraries in North 

America subscribe to one or more streaming video 

databases (and the number is increasing quickly)1 
 

• More than 47% of institutions rely on the library versus 

27% on the campus IT department2  
 

 

 

 

1. Estimated from ASP sales data and competitive surveys, 1/12 Video streaming is mainstream  

2. A Survey of Video Streaming Practice and Aspirations in Academic Libraries Mark Notess, Jon Dunn, Digital Library 

Brown Bag Series , October 27, 2010 

 
 
 
 

Use of streaming video is increasing, and 

there’s more reliance on the library 



It’s engaging, exciting, visceral, persuasive.    

It transports students through time and space—and 

lets them understand events as if they were there.  

Faculty want to teach with video 
 
 
 
 



2. The challenges 



 
 
 
 

1. I can’t present just the 

segment I need. 

2. Students want more 

video streaming on 

demand. 

3. I can’t find appropriate, 

quality material. 

 

The  top 3 challenges for faculty 



Transcript of the 1-hour video 23 minutes to read = 

1-hour video  = 1 hour to watch 

 
 
 
 

You can’t speed-read or browse a video 

“Searching for Wallenberg”  (2000 documentary, © Filmakers Library)  



 
 
 
 

Formats and equipment— 

it’s hard to use video in the classroom 



 

 

Entertainment   

K-12 Academics Professionals  

Amateur Clips  

Research & Learning   

Casual users 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Training Video  

Interviews   

Lectures   

Raw footage  

Field recordings 

Newsreels 

In-copyright  
Hard to find academic  

content—most geared to 

entertainment or K-12 

 
 
 

Documentaries  

Movies & Television  



 

 

Entertainment   

K-12 

Amateur Clips  

Research & Learning   

Movies & Television  

Casual users 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Academics Professionals  

Documentaries  

Training Video  

Interviews   

Lectures   

Raw footage  

Field recordings 

Newsreels 

In-copyright  

Faculty need appropriate 

material 

  



More challenges for faculty 

• You can’t find what you’re looking for—no random access. 

• You can’t speed-read or speed-browse—it takes 1 hour to 
know what’s on a 1-hour video 

• Most are not available online 

• Most are for entertainment, not scholarly research 

• Licenses are overly restrictive 

• You can’t isolate the primary sources—they’re mixed 
together with the secondary content 

• You can’t cite moments within the video—you can cite only  
the title of the entire video 

• You can’t link to moments within the video—you can link only 
to the video title 



3. The solutions 

 



• You can’t find what you’re looking for—no random access. 

• You can’t speed-read or speed-browse—it takes 2 hours to 
know what’s on a 2-hour video 

• You can’t isolate the primary sources—they’re mixed 
together with the secondary content 

• You can’t cite moments within the video—you can cite only 
the title of the entire video 

• You can’t link to moments within the video—you can link only 
to the video title 

• Most are not available online 

• Most are for entertainment, not scholarly research 

• Licenses are overly restrictive 

We  created a “toolkit” 



bv 
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Move around easily within the video— 

the transcript scrolls synchronously  

 

http://flon.alexanderstreet.com/View/1664820/timecode/55


 

Jump from a keyword search to an 

exact moment in the film 

http://flon.alexanderstreet.com/View/1664820/timecode/55


Browse the whole video in seconds:  

Jump from a thumbnail image… 



 

Jump from a thumbnail image to that 

exact place in the video 



Find what you’re looking for quickly:  

Search fields (with Semantic Indexing) 



 

Find what you’re looking for quickly:  

Filter the results further 

http://moto.alexanderstreet.com/View/1751368/Clip/22957


Create custom clips:  Capture exactly 

the part of the video you need 



Create custom playlists:  Include clips, 

whole videos, or any other Web content 



Show the videos—or just the parts 

you’ve selected—in the classroom 

(The Cunning Little Vixen  by Janacek, in Opera in Video)  



Send whole videos, clips, or playlists to 

your iPhone, iPad, or Android 



http://anth.alexanderstreet.com/View/764650


New tool in development: 

MediaScribe 



Lets you “decorate” a video with any type 

of content (text, audio, images, etc.) 



http://muco.mediascribe.preview.alexanderstreet.com/js/popcorn-js/demos/DemoGallery.html


http://muco.mediascribe.preview.alexanderstreet.com/js/popcorn-js/demos/DemoGallery.html


4. What faculty are doing right now 

 

 



Creating courses with streaming video:  

e.g., World Cultures Through Film 

                                                 

 

       University of North Texas (U.S.) 

 

• 16 complete films required for viewing  

• Weekly report and analysis  

• 100% online—local and distance students  

 



Putting video links into Blackboard 



James Agee’s review of 

Henry V  

for Time magazine 

April 8, 1946 

Falstaff's death scene, for which the 

speeches were lifted bodily from Henry 

IV, Part 2, is boldly invented. The 

shrunken, heartbroken old companion of 

Henry's escapades (George Robey, 

famed British low comedian) hears again, 

obsessively, the terrible speech ("A man 

...so old and so profane....") in which the 

King casts him off. In this new context, for 

the first time perhaps, the piercing line, 

"The king has kill'd his heart," is given its 

full power. In the transition scene which 

takes the audience from Falstaff's death 

to the invasion of France, the Chorus 

makes a final appearance alone against 

the night sky, then recedes and fades as 

the movie takes over from him.  

Making typically assigned texts more 

alive with video links 



Falstaff's death scene, for which the 

speeches were lifted bodily from Henry 

IV, Part 2, is boldly invented. The 

shrunken, heartbroken old companion of 

Henry's escapades (George Robey, 

famed British low comedian) hears again, 

obsessively, the terrible speech ("A man 

...so old and so profane....") in which the 

King casts him off. In this new context, for 

the first time perhaps, the piercing line, 

"The king has kill'd his heart," is given its 

full power. In the transition scene which 

takes the audience from Falstaff's death 

to the invasion of France, the Chorus 

makes a final appearance alone against 

the night sky, then recedes and fades as 

the movie takes over from him.  

“A man ...so old… 

The Transition Scene 

Making typically assigned texts more 

alive with video links 



Stanley Milgram’s film, “Obedience”  (1961) 

• Conflict between obedience to authority and 

personal conscience (65% of participants 

administered the final massive 450-volt 

shock when instructed)  

• Conceived in the wake of the World War II 

criminal trial of Adolph Eichmann 

• One of the most famous psychology 

experimental studies of all time—taught in 

every psychology course 

Using quality streaming video in 

all disciplines: 

(Exclusive worldwide streaming rights: Alexander Street Press)  



Taking students around the world 24/7 



Creating playlists as course 

assignments 



The history instructor’s playlist from May, 2010 was copied 

in 2012 by another user, who added items 

 

Sharing playlists with other scholars 



Linking to lectures that are otherwise 

inaccessible to students 



“Having numerous productions available online makes it easy to draw up examples in the 

classroom to illustrate precisely what we happen to be discussing at that very moment. 

Before the existence of this resource, I often found myself wishing for a deck of 50 

DVDs by my side to be able to make a point.” 

 

“My own scholarly research deals with issues around the ontological status of the 

performance event, including the ways in which digital capture and mediation alter this 

status. Having multiple productions available online through Theatre in Video has 

helped feed some interesting lines of questioning that I am currently pursuing. With regard 

to my own playwriting and directing, having these shows available has served as a source of 

inspiration on more than one occasion.” 

Brock University, Canada 

 

 

Teaching with multiple versions  

of a performance 

Dr. David Fancy 
Associate Professor and Chair 
Theatre Praxis 

 





 
 
 

Teaching with multiple learning modalities 
The text 



xxxccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

 
 
 

Teaching with multiple learning modalities 
The text + a performance  

http://ativ.alexanderstreet.com/view/657610/play/true/


xxxxxx 

xxx 

xxxccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

 
 
 

Teaching with multiple learning modalities 

The text + a performance + reference materials 



xxxxxx 

xxx 

xxxccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

 
 
 

Teaching with multiple learning modalities 
The text + a performance + reference materials  

+ an audio performance 



Preparing students for professions:  

Classroom teaching 



Preparing students for professions: 

Counseling and therapy 



Preparing students for professions:  

Nursing 



Preparing students for professions: 

Rehabilitation therapy 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfB7HjxGKMA&feature=player_embedded


Preparing students for professions:  

Sport and exercise science 



5. What can librarians do? 

 

 



 

View Counseling and Therapy in Video , a new online resource: 

Publicize (and embed) streaming video 

on library and faculty Web pages 



Ask your technical department to help 

faculty use streaming video 



Add streaming video to your 

LibGuides  



Make streaming video discoverable 



Download our free MARC records 



1. Offer training outreach, especially to new faculty. 

2. Create playlists and send them to faculty. 

3. Send emails to faculty (with links to the videos) as 

soon as new content is added to collections you 

own. 

4. Talk with your Development Department about 

donor gifts of streaming video collections. 

More things librarians can do 



5. Work with your departments that support distance 

learning and online classes. 

6. Local / global:  Identify scholar-created video and 

institutional archives—then contact us about 

adding your institution’s materials to our video 

collections.  

7. What else can we do together? Please tell us! 

More things librarians can do 



Alexander Street Press  

THANK YOU! 
 

Eileen Lawrence  

lawrence@alexanderstreet.com 
 

Rachel Zillig (Europe sales manager)   

rzillig@alexanderstreet.com 

 

http://alexanderstreet.com 

  


