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“Armies cannot 

stop an idea 

whose time has 

come” 

 
Victor Hugo 

The History of a Crime 1877 



Ebooks are an old idea… 

Ángela Ruiz Robles 

Mechanical 

Encyclopedia,1949  
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Project Gutenberg, founded 1971 



Data Discman, 1992 



Microsoft Reader and  

Stephen King’s first e-book, 

2000 

Google Books, 2005 

Kindle, 2007 



E-Books have reached a tipping point 

• US fiction e-book sales rose 42% in 2012  

• US non-fiction e-book sales rose 22% 

• E-books now account for 20% of publishers’ revenues 

 

• Even higher in the UK: 

• e-books represent 38% of UK sales in 2012 

• estimated to be 52% of UK sales by end of 2013  

 

(Sources: New York Times “E-Book Sales a Boon to Publishers in 2012” May 15 2013; The Bookseller 

“Bowker charts rise in e-retailer market share” March 18 2013) 

 



Today’s Workshop 

1.The Future of e-books 

 

2.E-books and education 

 

3.Business models for library e-books 

 

4.BREAK 

 

5.Speed Dating and Group Discussion 



THE FUTURE OF E-BOOKS 



Is this the same…. …as this? 



Books are a type of technology 

The shift from manuscripts to printed books was as momentous 

 as the shift from print to digital 



Modern e-books were originally ‘just’ PDFs 

…but even simple PDFs 

are searchable, and 

therefore a different 

experience from print. 



Highlighting and Annotating…and Sharing 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=higlighting+and+annotating+ebook&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1JQEs5Hjx1WHkM&tbnid=HdMlSq3OfjjqbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blogs.northampton.ac.uk/learntech/2012/02/29/apps-for-teaching-and-learning-annotating-pdf-files/&ei=CvSUUfLIOcWsywGmhYG4Bg&bvm=bv.46471029,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEgQQ4CQehUboedbB_J-VtxwNc_Cg&ust=1368802681676649


GVRL logo 

* See slide 11 

 

 13 Machine Translations: 

 

• English ⇔ Arabic 

• English ⇔ Chinese 

• English ⇔ Dutch 

• English ⇔ French 

• English ⇔ German 

• English ⇔ Italian 

• English ⇔ Japanese 

• English ⇔ Korean 

• English ⇔ Portuguese 

English ⇔ Russian 

• English ⇔ Spanish 

• English ⇔ Greek 

• English ⇔ Polish 

  



19 ReadSpeaker  

Text-to-speech Languages 

• Arabic 

• Chinese 

(Cantonese) 

• Chinese 

(Mandarin) 

• Czech 

• Dutch 

• English 

• French 

• German 

• Greek 

• Italian 

• Japanese 

• Korean 

• Polish 

• Portuguese 

• Romanian 

• Russian 

• Spanish 

• Swedish 

• Welsh 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=readspeaker&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PtcedwXmhuCipM&tbnid=21hqJ6K9XvBMMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://themyndset.com/2011/11/mde17-interview-with-readspeaker-co-founder-roy-lindemann/&ei=5_WUUdK7LaOeywHlkoHIDA&bvm=bv.46471029,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGUuSxg4kmSju4AyDQaMjHJGdgb1g&ust=1368803150637338


Automatic organisation of titles 



One-click Subject Indexing 



What about tomorrow? 

Amazon (and others) gather 

data about readers… 

…how are they going 

to use that data? 



Books that change for different readers? 



Books that write themselves? 

Professor Philip M 

Parker has ‘written’ 

over 200,000 books 



Books as data 







Where could this go? 



E-BOOKS AND EDUCATION 



The Benefits of E-Textbooks 

…I want to give a lecture knowing that all the 

students have the textbooks’…. 



Quotes from students at Plymouth University 

“E-Textbooks put every student at an advantage from the beginning of 
the course…not just those students who can afford books” 

 

 

“It makes access to books far easier, especially when the books are not 
in the library” 

 

 

“Instead of carrying heavy books around, I only have to carry my laptop” 

 

 

 

 



…and my personal favourite 

“I can make the print bigger and I don’t drop it on  

 my chihuahua dog, like I do with normal books” 



Tradition e-textbook Table of Contents 

Jill Jones Consulting 31 

http://www.coursesmart.co.uk/search 



MindTap Table of Contents 

Jill Jones Consulting 32 



Traditional E-Textbook: Margin notes 

Jill Jones Consulting 33 

http://www.coursesmart.co.uk/search 



MindTap: Margin notes (= Flash Cards) 

Jill Jones Consulting 34 



MindTap: Margin notes (= Flash Cards) - flipside 

Jill Jones Consulting 35 



MindTap: Other tools 

Jill Jones Consulting 36 



Lecturers can… 

• Re-structure the textbook 

 

• Add in additional content e.g. videos, notes, newspaper 
articles 

 

• Set assignments and tests 

 

• Automatic marking by the programme 

 

• Track what students have read, and how they’re scoring in 
the tests 







Where Next? A Personal Learning Experience 



The Course Writes Itself 
 



BUSINESS MODELS FOR  
 
LIBRARY E-BOOKS 



Open Access 



“Enterprise” Model for E-Textbooks 



Patron Driven Acquisition (PDA) 

 

• A library loads e-book MARC records into its catalogue. 

 

 

• A user browses the catalogue. If they start “using” an e-
book, it is automatically purchased by the library. 

 

 

• The user does not know they have triggered a purchase. 
They simply get instant access to the book. 



Benefits of PDA? 

• A lot of books purchase by libraries are never used! 

• 40% of monographs are never borrowed (Uni of Pittsburgh) 

• 20% of books account for 80% of library circulation 

 

• PDA means libraries only purchase books that will be used. 

 

• Saves time for librarians – less guesswork! 

 



Drawbacks? 

1. Increased spending? 

 

2. Lack of library control over purchases – anarchy! 

 

3. Impact on collection development policy 



Summary 

1. E-books will respond to the user, as much as the reader 
responds to the content. 

 

2. In education, this is going to change the lecturer’s role. If 
used correctly, e-textbooks will free up their time for more 
important things. 

 

3. The way we pay for books is changing. Technology = 
disruption. 





Speed Dating 

 

What are your personal experiences of e-books in the library? 

 

• Are they a good thing? 

 

• Have they caused any problems? 

 

• How are e-books changing your library/university? 

 

 

 



Group Discussion 

    GROUP 2 

 

   What are the biggest challenges you have with e-books in your library? 

    GROUP 3 

 

   What do you think is the best way to purchase e-books?  

GROUP 1 

 

How do e-books change the role of the librarian? 

 


