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Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) 

 

• Founded in 1841 

 

• One of the largest 
organisations for advancing 
the chemical sciences 

 

• Not-for-profit Organisation 
with a worldwide network of 
over 48,000 members  

 

• Internationally acclaimed 
publishing business 

 



Who we are  The world’s leading    

   chemistry community   

 

What we do Advancing excellence in the  

   chemical sciences  

 

Why we do it  To shape the future of the   

   chemical sciences for the   

   benefit of science and humanity 

 

What drives us  Bringing chemical scientists  

   together; promoting and sharing  

   knowledge and ideas 
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What do we publish? 

 Books and eBooks 

 Journals 

 Current Awareness 

Databases 

 Magazines 

 Major Reference 

Works 

 



What is our scope?  

 Chemical Sciences 

 Energy & 
Environmental 
Sciences 

 Food Science 

 Medicinal Chemistry & 
Biomolecular Sciences 

 Nano, Polymers & 
Materials Science 

 



RSC Publishing – Our Offer 

•Analytical Abstracts 

•Catalysts & Catalysed Reactions 

•Chemical Hazards in Industry 

•Laboratory Hazards Bulletin 

•Methods in Organic Synthesis 

•Natural Product Updates 

http://www.rsc.org/publishing/journals/JM/article.asp?type=CurrentIssue
http://www.rsc.org/publishing/journals/CC/article.asp?type=CurrentIssue
http://www.rsc.org/publishing/journals/DT/article.asp?type=CurrentIssue
http://www.rsc.org/publishing/journals/OB/article.asp?type=CurrentIssue


New RSC Journals 

 

2009 

 

2010 

 

2011 

 

2012 

 

2013 

 

2014 



Published Articles : 5,754  in 2008 

        27,237  in 2013 (373% growth) 

 

 

 

Our Content 2008 - 2013 
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What is Open Access? 

The advocates: 

• Government 

• Funding organisations 

• Libraries 

• Universities 

 

 

Open access (OA) is the availability of electronic 

content to readers without any access payment 

• Research communities 

• Patient advocacy groups 

• The Public (tax payers) 

 



Paper initially published in a subscription journal 
 

Deposited in an open access repository after an embargo 

period (12 months with the RSC) 
 

Advantages 

• Free for researchers (but repositories still cost money to set-up and 

run) 

• Majority of publishers already allow some form of deposition 

Disadvantages 

• Embargoes: latest research is not freely accessible 

• Archiving: no version control of article deposited  

• Limited search facilities and discoverability 

• Unsustainable business model 

Green Open Access 



‘Article Processing Charge/Fee’ is paid on acceptance 
 

Paper is free for everyone to read from date of publication 
 

Advantages 

• Paper freely available immediately 

• Authors still receive ‘value-added’ services from publisher 

• Potentially sustainable business model 

Disadvantages 

• Cost could discourage some authors to publish 

• Changeover expensive for institutes who pay to publish OA and also 

read non-open content 

 

 

Gold Open Access 



“RSC supports Open Access models which seek to 

ensure that scholarly publishing activities operate in 

a long term sustainable way”  
 

RSC content satisfies the fundamental pillars of scholarly 

publishing, namely:  

• Certification (validation of quality and integrity)  

• Registration (recognition of achievement)  

• Accessibility (unparalleled online access, worldwide)  

• Archiving (reliable perpetual accessibility)  

• Discoverability (industry leading services to identify content)  

 

 

What is the RSC’s view? 



Current Impact 
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• We recognise researchers are being asked to publish 
OA, but may not have the funding  

• A reward for all RSC Gold subscribing institutions 

• Institutions get voucher codes to publish Gold OA 
free of charge 

• Number of voucher codes received is what the institution 
pays for RSC Gold divided by £1,600 

• £6Million invested in free Gold OA voucher codes for 
RSC Gold members 

 

" 
 

 



 

 

 

 



Gold for Gold VS Paid Gold 



Results so far… 

• >600 Institutions qualify for Gold for Gold Voucher Codes 

 

• In 2013 

• 878 articles  

• from 187 institutions 

• in 26 different countries 

 

   

 



Country OA stats – RSC 

Journals 



Czech Articles Submitted 



Czech Articles published 



Published Open Access with RSC Gold  

in Czech Republic  

  

 

• Accepted Articles in 2013:    167  

• Available Vouchers in 2013 :    76 

• Used Vouchers in 2013:    21 

 

• Accepted Articles in 2014 per today :  74 

• Available Vouchers in 2014:   98 

• Used Vouchers per today :    5  

 
 
 

 

 
 

   

 



Consortia Success in Germany with DGF 

• Big consortium deal in Germany with DFG 

• 930 voucher codes for Institutions 

• Very engaged community 



How can you help? 



Ensuring Researchers benefit – 

A changing role for Librarians! 

 
 

 



What do Librarians think? 

• ."  

Lorraine Estelle, Chief Executive of JISC 

   

• "The University of Queensland Library is very excited to 

participate in the RSC's Gold for Gold initiative as it adds to 

the Library's support for Open Access at UQ. 

"This initiative is welcomed, and will serve to promote Open Access publishing to 

researchers."  

Lesley Gray, University of Cambridge, UK 

 

"The Gold for Gold initiative is a great opportunity to introduce the Open Access 

Road to our researchers in Chemistry."  

Margareta Fathli, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden 

"The University of Queensland Library is very excited to 

participate in the RSC's Gold for Gold initiative as it adds to 

the Library's support for Open Access to faculty at UQ.“ 

Heather Todd, University of Queensland 



Thank you 

Any questions?  


