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April 29 1992: LAPD riot cops advance along Temple Street in Downtown LA 



WITNESS works with human rights activists around the world



Video still: Syrian Media Centre







Statistics on YouTube usage from CEO Susan Wojcicki, VidCon presentation 2015



Source: TechCrunch



–Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook

“Most of the content 10 years ago was text, and 

then photos, and now it’s quickly becoming 

videos [….] I just think that we're going to be in 

a world a few years from now where the vast 

majority of the content that people consume 

online will be video.”





- Blue Ribbon Task Force on Sustainable Digital Preservation and Access

“Digital preservation is not necessarily  

once-and-for-all, or all-or-nothing. […] A 

relatively small investment may be enough to 

preserve the option of making larger 

commitments in the future if needed.



Risks to Audiovisual Media

• Degradation 

• Technological obsolescence 

• Identifiability and understandability



Damage, deterioration, 

corruption
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Technological obsolescence

Photo: XFR Collective



Identifiability & 

understandability

Photo: Community Archiving Workshop



Cost of Inaction



AVPreserve - Cost of Inaction Calculator



Cost to environment





Prioritization &  

minimum actions



Collaboration!



Collaboration

• Training and education. 

• Outreach, involvement, knowledge sharing 

beyond the profession. 

• Open-source tools and resources. 

• Shared equipment and infrastructure. 

• Professional associations.



Training and 

Education





Students and faculty at APEX Santiago, 2016.





Outreach, involvement, 

and knowledge sharing 

beyond the profession



Community Archiving Workshops - New York, Portland, Savannah, Manila





Open Source Tools & 

Resources





Association of Moving Image Archivists’ Open Source Committee on GitHub



Kinograph film scanner by Matthew Epler

Videotape cleaner by Erik Piil



Shared equipment 

and infrastructure





DC Public Library’s Memory Lab (with NDSR resident Jaime Mears)





Professional 

Associations





Děkuji! 

Thank you!

Yvonne Ng 
yvonne@witness.org 

@ng_yvonne
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